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Apostasy 


By Alice Louise Cary 


HURCH of Christ, awake today! 
Let the Spirit have His way; 
«Come ye out’’; ‘love not the world”’; 

What though ridicule be hurled 
In your face? Stand firm and true! 
There’s a mighty task to do. 


Worldly members like to say: 

‘*Do things in a modern way! 

Put on programs! Hold the youth 
As they question: ‘What is truth?’”’ 
Church of Christ, exalt the Lord! 

Try all spirits by His Word. 


+4 
Why Believe the Bible? 


There are some who trust and honor 
Christ, yet who do not trust the whole 
Bible — especially the Old Testament. 
This is a strangely inconsistent position 
for a Christian to take. We may well 
learn a lesson from that humble spir- 
ited, highly intellectual man of God, 
the late Bishop Handley Moule. Speak- 
ing at a Bible Crusade meeting, Bishop 
Moule once said: “When my Lord 


Christ became a living and unutterably 
necessary Reality to me, I remember that 
one of my first sensations of profound 
relief was: ‘He absolutely trusted the 
Bible, and, though there are in it things 
inexplicable and intricate that have 





puzzled me so much, I am going, not in 
a blind sense, but reverently, to trust 
the Book because of HIM!” Many times 
our Lord Jesus expressed his complete 
trust in the Old Testament as the very 
Word of God. And he pre-authenticated 
the entire New Testament as “all truth” 
(John 16:13). If Christ trusted the Bible, 
it is safe for us to trust it! If Christ 
trusted the Bible, is it safe for us not to 


trust it? 
aK 
A Gossamer Web 


Modernism has about as much real 
substance as a gossamer web. Webster 
defines gossamer as “a film of cobwebs 
floating in the air in calm clear weather,” 
and web as “the cobweb of a spider or 
other insect.” Religious Modernism is 
the denial of any part of God’s Word; 
and this means the substituting of man’s 
fancies for God’s realities. But cobwebs, 
light and filmy as they are, can be deadly 
snares to unsuspecting insects. A Chris- 
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to the Editor, some time agé, in'co ént 
on the2sweeping defeat of true Funda- 
mentalism at a great Christian assem- 
bly: “It would seem that the gossamer 
web of Modernism has become cable- 
strong.” That is what the helpless fly 
finds as he struggles impotently to free 
himself from the gossamer web of the 
spider that is waiting to devour him. 
For back of the gossamer web of Mod- 
ernism is the Father of Lies, Satan him- 
self, and he can make his filmy webs 
like steel cables to thas. who put them- 
selves in his power. Many a true child 
of God has been deceived by the plausi- 
ble claims of Modernism, and has be- 
come entangled and enslaved by it. 
There is only one way of deliverance — 
by turning to Christ himself the Incar- 
nate Word, and to the Bible the Written 
Word, for both declare the truth and are 
the truth. Then comes the blessed as- 
surance, “Ye shall know the truth, and 
the truth shall make you free” (John 
8:32). 


% 


On the Discerning of Spirits 


stowed on some which was known 
as the “discerning of spirits” (1 Cor. 
12:10). It has never quite ceased among 
us, though perhaps the gift of discern- 
ment suffers from lack of exercise: The 
aged John exhorts us to be cautious with 
regard to spiritual influences. “Beloved, 
believe not every spirit, but prove the 
spirits, whether they are of God; because 
many false prophets are gone out into 
the world” (1 John 4:1, R. V.). So the 
gift of discernment is much needed in 
a day of many contradictory voices and 
of bewildering paths like the present. 
Now the Scriptures do not leave us 
without guidance as to how we are to 
proceed in this matter of proving the 
spirits by which men act. There are 
certain tests that we may apply, lest 
we be deceived by some strange spirit, 
skillfully imitating the Spirit of God. 
The Doctrinal Test—“Hereby know 
ye the Spirit of God: every spirit that 
confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in 
the flesh is of God: and every. spirit that 
confesseth not Jesus is not of God [marg., 


|: THE Early Church a gift was be- 


‘annulleth Jesus’]: and this is the spirit 
of the antichrist” (1 John 4:2, 3, R. V.). 
The Spirit of God witnesses to Christ, 
and to him as “come in the flesh,” i. e., 
to the Incarnation, the greatest event in 
history, “God . . . manifest in the flesh.” 
Almost every modern cult is weak and 
hazy in its confession of this central 
doctrine of the Christian faith. With 
the Apostle John, the coming of the 
Christ in the flesh includes his atoning 
death: “This is he that came by water 
and blood, even Jesus Christ; not with 
the water only, but with the water and 
with the blood. And it is the Spirit 
that beareth witness, because the Spirit 
is the truth” (1 John 5:6, 7). The refer- 
ence is to what John was eyewitness of, 
the water and the blood flowing from 
the pierced side of the One whose death 
as the Lamb of God he records (John 
19:34, 35). 

It may be that these modern cults do 
not openly oppose the truth of the In- 
carnation and the Atoning Sacrifice. 
They simply do not confess it. They 
silently ignore it. “If any one cometh unto 
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you, and bringeth not this teaching . . .” 
(2 John 10, R. V.); what unmasks him 
is not the error which he propa- 
gates, but the truth which he does not 
confess. If a baker were to sell bread 
baken of flour out of which all the nutri- 
tive qualities had been extracted, he 
would be as morally guilty as one who 
had deliberately put poison into the flour. 

The test is, does this or that teaching 
glorify Christ in his twofold glory, hu- 
man and divine; and does it emphasize 
the centrality of his redeeming sacrifice? 
If not, the spiritual urge behind the 
propaganda is from beneath and not from 
above. It is the cunning craftiness of 
some foul spirit masquerading as an 
angel of light. 

The Ethical Test.—“The wisdom that 
is from above is first pure, then peace- 
able, gentle, easy to be entreated, full 
of mercy and good fruits, without vari- 
ance, without hypocrisy. And the fruit 
of righteousness is sown in peace for 
them that make peace” (Jas. 3:17, 18, 
R. V.; for “the fruit of the Spirit is 
love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, meekness, self- 
control” (Gal. 5: 22, 23, R. V.). These traits 
are the inevitable marks of the operation 
of the true Spirit. He brings the mind 
of Heaven down to earth in those whom 
he indwells and controls. Thus in the 
Epistle to the Philippians we see the 
expression of Heaven in the One who, 
being essentially in the form of God, 
emptied himself, taking upon himself 
the form of a bondservant; and, being 
found in fashion as a man, gave up even 
his human rights, humbling himself to 
become obedient even to the death of the 
cross (Phil. 2). But there is now a peo- 
ple, the fruit of the travail of his soul, 
in whom the Spirit reproduces his fea- 
tures, ‘ They are “a colony of heaven” 
on earth (Phil, 3:20, Moffatt’s trans.). 
There are two things grace is doing 
now: peopling Heaven from earth, and 
colonizing earth from Heaven. Every 
local church should be ethically a little 
bit of Heaven on earth. 

The history of the professing Church 
down the succeeding centuries records 
the moral breakdown of movements 
which looked fair for a while, but which 
were not the product of the pure Spirit 
of God. One might cite the case of 
the Camisards of the south of France, 
who claimed special divine inspiration 
and attracted wide notice in England and 
Germany. One might refer to the sad 
developments of the Agapemone, under 
the leadership of “brother” Prince, who 
claimed to be the incarnation of the 
Holy Spirit ard who did things, pro- 
fessedly at the Spirit’s bidding, which 
were decidedly unethical. Or the wild 
and outrageous doings of one section of 
the Anabaptists, whose headquarters 
were at Muenster in Westphalia. Their 
leaders also claimed divine inspiration, 
and followed a spirit which sanctioned 
the grossest moral excesses. Their fana- 
ticism gave a serious setback to the 
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progress of the Reformation. The ethi- 
cal test is a very important one, as it 
follows on the lines laid down by our 
Lord when, directing his disciples how 


-to detect “false prophets,” outwardly 


sheep but inwardly wolves, he said: “By 
their fruits ye shall know them.” 

But there is yet another test which 
we can apply to the examination of spir- 
itual influences, whether they come from 
the true Spirit of God or from a counter- 
feit. 


The Test of Experience.—There is a 


peculiar flavor and aroma about the. 


manifestations of the Holy Spirit which 
accredits them to the spiritual mind, the 
God-given faculty which those born of 
the Spirit and taught of the Spirit pos- 
sess. Thus we read of the prophet Elijah 
when he was hiding in the cave, that 
the word of the Lord came to him to 
go forth and stand upon the mount be- 
fore him, and “behold, Jehovah passed. 
by, and a great and strong wind rent 
the mountains, and brake in pieces the 
rocks before Jehovah; but Jehovah was 
not in the wind: and after the wind an 
earthquake; but Jehovah was not in the 
earthquake: and after the earthquake a 
fire; but Jehovah was not in the fire: and 


July 13, 1940 


after the fire a still small voice [marg., 
‘a sound of gentle stillness’). And it 
was so, when Elijah heard it, that he 
wrapped his face in his mantle” (1 Kings 
19: 11-13, R. V.). 

Thus we may still discern the Spirit 
of God. He comes in the stillness. He 
is a gentle being, and he makes us gentle 
when we come under his benign control. 
The voice of the false spirit is loud and 
clamorous. It makes those who are its 
mouthpiece self-exalting and self-adver- 
tising. The methods of the true Spirit 
are free from the sensational, the theatri- 
cal, and the boasting and boosting ways 
of the world. He speaks to our con- 
science, to our spiritual affections, and 
to our illuminated understanding. Quiet- 
ness ever characterizes his operations 
in grace as in creation. All his crea- 
tive ways are silent, the coming of the 
seasons, the succession of day and night, 
the revolutions of the heavenly bodies. 
We do not hear the noise of machinery 
at work. No jarring sounds disturb the 
harmony of the spheres. Sin and evil 
are destructive and bring discord into 
the harmony. But all constructive forces 
in the universe are silent. And thus God 

(Continued on page 573) 
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NoTES ON OPEN LETTERS 














The Danger of Popularity 


Would you kindly explain the verse, 
“Woe unto you, when all men shall speak 
well of you”? (Luke 6:26.) Does this con- 
tain any meaning or warning for church 
members of today? This question came 
up in our Sunday school class of adult 
women members.—A Pennsylvania reader. 
“All men,” in our Lord’s warning to 

his disciples against too general popu- 
larity, means men in general, mankind, 
the world. His warning, “Woe unto you, 
when all men shall speak well of you,” 
is in the Sermon on the Mount, and is in 
sharp contrast with the beatitude just 
preceding it which describes the opposite 
of this false popularity: “Blessed are ye, 
when men shall hate you, and when they 
shall separate you from their company, 
and shall reproach you, and cast out your 
name as evil, for the Son of man’s sake. 
Rejoice ye in that day, and leap for 
joy: for, behold, your reward is great 
in heaven: for in the like manner did 
their fathers unto the prophets” (Luke 
6:22, 23). The true prophets of God 
in earlier centuries had been hated by 
those in Israel who were not true to God; 
but the false prophets, who were untrue 
to God, were very popular with the false 
people. Thus Micah warned Israel: “If 
a man walking in the spirit and false- 
hood do lie, saying, I will prophesy unto 
thee of wine and of strong drink; he 
shall even be the prophet of this people” 
(Micah 2:11). 


Just before his crucifixion the Lord 
Jesus had this to say about “all men,” 
or “the world”: “If the world hate you, 
ye know that it hated me before it hated 
you. If ye were of the world, the world 
would love his own: but because ye are 
not of the world, but I have chosen 
you out of the world, therefore the world 
hateth you... . If they have persecuted 
me, they will also persecute you” (John 
15: 18-20). 

And Paul was talking about the same 

(Continued on page 575) 
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Dr. Bauman's Letters from Readers 





As a result of Dr. Bauman’s articles 
in THe Sunpay Scuoot Times on Bible 
Prophecy, of which the seventeenth ap- 
pears in this issue, he has been quite over- 
whelmed with letters from readers, and 
he asks the Tues to express his regret 
that it has become humanly impossible 
for him to reply to all these letters, 
many of which have asked interesting 
questions, some of which contain criti- 
cisms, and a large number of which 
express their deep appreciation of what 
Dr. Bauman’s articles have meant to 
them. He will gladly answer such let- 
ters as he can, and to the readers to 
whom he cannot send personal replies 
his acknowledgment is conveyed in this 
way. . 
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A Perilous Trek through Belgium and 


What it feels like to be a refugee under German fire 
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HEN Mr. and Mrs. Norton started 
W uxt work among the Belgian 

soldiers in 1915 war was raging, 
and claiming thousands of victims. Yet 
out of the hecatomb of human lives and 
the ruin of untold homes arose what 
became the greatest- spiritual blessing 
that Belgium has known since Refor- 
mation times. In the space of twenty- 
one years over eighty-five centers for the 
preaching of the Gospel have been es- 
tablished. 

Suddenly the fires of war have swept 
again over our country. On Friday, 
May 10, we learned of the state of war 
by a mass attack on Brussels. Two 
hours spent in the cellar were the first 
of a great many to follow. At the Mis- 
sion headquarters the usual prayer meet- 
ing was one cry unto God for help. 
There was no panic, only a quiet wait- 
ing upon the Lord. The whole day the 
work proceeded. Our first job was to 
send funds at once to the workers in 
the posts, in the fear that the enemy 
would further destroy the means of com- 
munication and suspend postal facilities. 
This is exactly what happened in the 
days following, and we can only hope 
that the workers living east of Brussels 
received what we sent. 


Before the Nazi Tidal Wave 


Saturday passed with alternatives of 
hopes and fears. Sunday the military 
situation took a turn for the worse, and 
the possibility of Brussels being oc- 
cupied had to be considered. At the 
same time at my home another problem 
was presenting itself. Many readers of 
THe Sunpay ScHoot Times know how 
my dear wife in March of last year was 
very near death. For months afterward 
she was an invalid, and it was only in 
April of this year that her condition be- 
gan really to improve. Our youngest 
boy, who had had infantile paralysis, 
from the first day of the invasion showed 
evident signs of growing nervousness. 
On Saturday he was fast becoming a 
nervous wreck. This situation brought 
about a long conversation with my wife 
on Sunday afternoon, which resulted in 
our decision to remain in Brussels. 

About an hour afterward we had the 
unexpected visit of Mr. Winston. In the 
course of our talk I asked what his plans 
were. He replied that he intended to 
remain in Brussels. As he is a citizen 
of a neutral country the enemy would 
not dare to molest him. He could de- 
fend the interests of the Mission better 
than a Belgian in the invaded part of 
the country. But what about the un- 


This article was sent May 29 from 
Digne, France, by Dr. Vansteenberghe, 
who with John C. Winston, is a Co- 
Director of the Belgian Gospel Mis- 
sion. Many readers of The Sunday 
School Times have come to know 
and love Dr. Vansteenberghe during 
his visits to the United States in re- 
cent years, and through his articles 
in these columns; and his vivid 
word pictures of his terrible journey 
from Brussels to Digne will doubt- 
less give his friends a keener real- 
ization of the horrors of this present 
war than anything they have yet 
read. As the Times said last week, 
the Trustees of the Mission in Phila- 
delphia are doing everything in their 
power to find means of transmitting 
funds to Belgium, and one sum has 
already been sent. .The message 
from Mr. Winston which came 
through the State Department in 
Washington on June 22 told of the 
urgent need of funds. Gifts should 
be sent to the Belgian Gospel Mis- 
sion, Inc., 325 N. Thirteenth St., 
Philadelphia. 








invaded part; who was to look after the 
interests of the workers there? Who 
was to keep in touch with the trustees 
and our friends in the United States? 
Such questions reopened at once the 
problem of our remaining in Brussels. 
Suddenly it was decided that I should 
leave with my family for the western 
part of Belgium. 


Joining the Refugees 


Never in my life have I had to face a 
problem of such magnitude at such short 
notice! Can any of the friends imagine 
what it means to pack in an hour’s time 
the few things that can be taken along 
when there is no car available to trans- 
port them? We had to take clothing and 
linen for four people, and then leave all 
the rest,—the home where nearly 
twenty years have been spent, years of 
sorrow and joy, of need and deliverance. 

Our boy Peter was at the young peo- 
ple’s meeting at the Mission at that 
time. He had to be recalled at once, 
and an hour later we had left all and 
were sitting in the street car. On our 
way to the depot we had the joy of a 
fleeting glimpse of our boy Paul who, 
with his regiment, was waiting to be 
entrained for an unknown destination. 

The wildest imagination cannot visu- 
alize what a train carrying refugees 
looks like. It is also impossible to esti- 








mate how many people can be added to 
an already overcrowded railroad car. 
Bicycles and bedding, clothing and 
household goods were blocking the pas- 
sage. The engine itself was not without 
a good load of bikes. 

We arrived at Bruges in good time, 
and found hospitality with the Teeu- 
wissen family in the rear part of our 
Mission building. Our eldest son, who 
is an assistant military chaplain, had 
occupied the little apartment until a 
few days before. We found, therefore, 
a certain measure of comfort and facil- 
ities for cooking our food. Our pilgrim- 
age had begun. 


Attacked from the Air 


On Monday, May 13, I léf. Bruges for 
Brussels (my family remaining in 
Bruges), where I was to continue to 
work until the very last moment. At 
the depot, while I was waiting for the 
train, a grave doubt began to assail me 
about the advisibility of such a jour- 
ney. Yet the voice of duty was to be 
obeyed, and very soon I found myself 
seated in the train. As we were ap- 
proaching. the very important railroad 
junction of Ghent our train suddenly was 
brought to a standstill and all the passen- 
gers were ordered out. An enemy attack 
from the air was in progress. We lay 
flat on the ground, and as there was 
a large ditch alongside the track it was 
not possible to give the train a wide 
berth. All we could do was to wait, and 
I had occasion to test the words of the 
Bible, “My grace is sufficient.” I faced 
the possibility of being ushered in a mo- 
ment into the very Presence of my Mas- 
ter, and. the thought was sweet. But 
the enemy was not aiming at us, and 
very soon the train was allowed to pro- 
ceed. It did not go far, however; about 
a quarter mile farther soldiers made 
frantic signs for us.to stop. It was for- 
tunate that we did, for about two hun- 
dred yards away the railroad bridge had 
been bombed and had become unusable. 

Alli 'that we:could do now was to run for 
our lives, because the death wail of the 
sirens was announcing a new attack. I 
did run and the Lord protected me, al- 
though I had to cross a large area oc- 
cupied by several troop trains, evidently 
sought after by the enemy. Houses 
were burning, holes in the ground were 
to be seen everywhere. I found my 
way to the mission building, where I 
was received with open arms by the 
Van Lierop family. 

My journey to Brussels had become 
an impossibility. I decided to spend the 
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night in Ghent. It was a hectic one. 
Every hour, at least up till 3 A. M., an 
air raid warning was given. The Van 
Lierops had accepted about twenty-five 
refugees and installed them for the night 
in our small downstairs hall. At every 
warning the whole family and these 
refugees had to flee to the cellar for 
safety. Among the latter were many 
young mothers with their babies. Their 
husbands were with the colors. What im- 
pressed me most was the absence of 
panic at the hour of danger. No tears 
were shed, no undue haste was apparent. 
Among the refugees was a very old 
woman, her back all bent, and led by 
another woman, probably her daughter. 


Heavy Loads for Bicycles 


In the morning I was faced by the 
problem of the next step. It was evi- 
dent now that the enemy was aiming at 
and succeeding in destroying all the 
communications by rail and road; and 
my return to Brussels was out of the 
question. But how to reach Bruges? 
At that moment Brother Van Lierop 
spoke to me of a bicycle which one of 
our students was to have used to return 
home. He had taken the train instead. 
The bicycle was therefore available, but 
needed repairs. These were rapidly 
made, and at 8.20 A. M. I was on my 
way to Bruges, a distance of about 
twenty-five miles. In order to avoid 
the heavy traffic and consequent danger 
I followed the canal, which increased 
the distance slightly. How I bless the 
Lord for the relief this journey brought 
to my soul and body! I had leisure to 
think quietly and coolly, and by the 
time I arrived at my destination my plan 
was already made for the immediate 
future. 

My family would have to be moved 
farther if they were to remain in safety. 
This was more easily said than, done. 
Again the Lord would manifestly lead. 
The question of a secondhand car was 
proposed by a friend, but I cannot drive, 
and the financial difficulty would be an 
insuperable one. I wanted a means of 
transport which would make me inde- 
pendent of gasoline or help from out- 
siders. The same friend who had spoken 
about the car took me to a garage in 
the hope of finding a taxi that would 
take us at least to the French frontier. 
While there we looked at a triporteur 
(a bicycle with a body in front for the 
delivery of goods weighing up to three 
hundred pounds). My friend urged me 
to buy it, and I did. I was not abso- 
lutely satisfied that my new acquisition 
would solve our transportation problem. 
However, the arrival of three of our 
Dutch students, who desired to accom- 
pany us, took away all fear, because in 
case of trouble they would be able to 
give a helping hand. 

On Wednesday, May 15, at 10.30 A. M. 
we were all ready to go. We had spread 
our blankets in the little body of the 
tricycle and seated Mrs. Vansteenberghe 
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on them. By her side we placed the 
bags and the other pieces of our meager 
belongings. Our seventeen-year-old son 
was in charge of the tricycle. I had my 
bicycle with our youngest son on the 
baggage carrier. Each of the students 
had his bicycle with his own belongings 
to carry. And so we set out on our jour- 
ney, after a strong crying to God in the 
hall of our building at Bruges. Our 
parting with the Teeuwissens was sad. 
Should we see each other again? Only 
the Lord can tell. 

The French frontier was twenty-five 
miles away. The road was perfect for 
our means of traveling, the weather 
ideal, and our morale excellent. We 
knew the Lord was definitely guiding. 
At about 4 P. M. we had arrived at Adin- 
kerke, where one of our recent converts 
was happy to receive us in her hospitable 
home. Adinkerke is only one mile from 
La Panne, where in 1915 the Nortons had 
their first contact with the Belgian sol- 
diers on Belgian soil. The association of 
places and events struck me very forci- 
bly that. day. Christians from Oost- 
Duinkerke came to see us, and through 
them we met another Christian family 
who were also on their way to “some- 
where in France.” Our host gave a bed 
to my wife and me; the others had to 
sleep on straw in the barn, with other 
refugees, among whom was a young ex- 
pectant mother. 


Crossing the French Frontier 


Early the following day we were in the 
saddle and off toward Dunkirk. At the 
frontier we were halted, and had to 
join the throng of thousands who 
like ourselves were waiting to enter 
France. Upon being told that we would 
be allowed to ga in after midday, we 
went away a little from the crowd to 
be by ourselves. Suddenly enemy air- 
craft appeared and the wail of sirens 
was heard, followed almost instantly by 
antiaircraft gunfire. The only shelter at 
our disposal was a tree here and there, 
and huddling against it we were waiting 
for the “all clear” signal. Because of 
the danger from the air for the refugees, 
these were allowed in at once after the 
air attack, and at. 10.30 A. M. we were 
on French soil, first going as fast as we 
could toward Dunkirk and then away 
from it because of the danger. 

All went well on the flat and fine road 
until we had passed Calais. There the 
hilly country begins; and the road is 
never flat. It is either a steep hill to 
be climbed or a rapid descent to be 
negotiated. The task soon became ex- 
cessively hard for my son, and before 
long on the upgrades he had to push and 
I would pull on a strong cord, my young- 
est son managing the bicycle as best 
he could. The progress was slow, and 
became slower all the time as our 
strength was fast ebbing away. A slight 
accident put an end to our journey for 
that day. A passing car slightly touched 
the underguard of the left front wheel 
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of the tricycle. The emotional shock on 
Peter was so great that he fainted, and 
had to be stretched out on the grass. 
Again the Lord had prepared for this 
emergency. The accident happened in the 
immediate vicinity of a military aviation 
field. Within a few moments French 
soldiers were on hand, and with mater- 
nal care took charge of our poor boy, 
while another repaired the damage done 
to our vehicle. After two hours, dur- 
ing which we had our meal, and our 
boy a refreshing sleep, we were able 
to proceed a little farther in order to 
be away from the danger zone of the 
aviation field. After much inquiring a 
farm was discovered a quarter-mile from 
the main road, where we spent the night 
on straw. 


God’s Care in the Midst of Danger 


The following morning, May 17, we 
were early on the road again, full of 
courage after a long night’s rest. Very 
soon, however, we felt that another 
means of locomotion would have to be 
found. We were delaying the three 
students who wanted to reach Paris at 
the earliest moment. Soon the Lord pro- 
vided a solution of our problem. As 
we were going through the little town 
of Marquise, near Boulogne, I saw in 
front of a garage a man washing a car. 
I was moved to stop and ask whether 
he -could take us to Rouen, 180 miles 
away. Without a moment’s hesitation he 
nodded assent, and referred me to a 
woman who had appeared on the scene 
and who happened to be the owner. 
Discovering that there was no difficulty 
about the journey, I ventured to ask to 
be driven to Orleans, about a hundred 
miles farther south of Rouen. She 
finally agreed, upon my offering a lit- 
tle more than the price asked by her. 
li is nothing short of a miracle that we 
found in that place a car and a most 
competent and amiable woman chauffeur 
to take us 280 miles, at a time when 
the journey was tedious on account of 
the thousands upon thousands of ve- 
hicles carrying refugees and dangerous 
because of constant enemy raids. The 
Lord, moved hearts! 

At night we arrived at Evreux, north- 
west of Paris, well known to tourists. 
We had a warm meal, the first for three 
days. Sleeping was difficult, and finally 
we decided that we would accommodate 
ourselves. as best we could in the car 
itself. The expedient proved a suc- 
cess,— we could almost have slept 
standing. 

On Saturday, May 18, at 5 A. M., we 
drove as fast as we could toward Or- 
leans, where we arrived two hours later. 
What was for us a small fortune had 
te be paid to the driver, but we were 
saved the nuisance of passing through 
Paris and the danger of train journeys. 
We were now outside of the zone of even 
the aerial operations. We managed to 


(Continued on page 572) 





— 








Le 








Peon a 7 - . ? © eS ws 























Lesson for July 28 


— 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 








———_ 





The Sign of the Great Apostasy 


The real meaning of apostasy, and many evidences of its 
spread throughout the world 


By Louis S. Bauman, D.D. 




















events these days must hesitate to 

pick up his pen. Stupendous 
events, riddling the maps of the nations, 
are taking place literally almost over- 
night. And, while “the scripture [that] 
cannot be broken” definitely tells us the 
line-up of the nations as it shall be at 
the dawn of Armageddon, yet just what 
events will take place to force each 
nation into its own prophetic mold — 
of that we cannot speak with too great 
assurance. A nation that seems to be 
rushing pell-mell unto its own appointed 
place by a certain route today may to- 
morrow be seen taking another route. 
But, by this route or by that route, each 
nation will find its own appointed place, 
and play its appointed part on the.end- 
time stage, even as God hath said. 

One thing seems as certain as the 
sunset, the events now taking place are 
driving swiftly on to the sunset of “the 
times of the Gentiles.” 


Why Are We So Fearful? 


One of the strange peculiarities of the 
hour is that Christians who have been 
fervently praying for the Lord to come, 
and who really have understood that 
certain events must take place, and cer- 
tain conditions must exist ere their fer- 
vent prayers can be answered, are so 
terribly worried and upset now that 
those events are taking place and the 
answer to their prayers seems at hand. 

Why should it unnerve us when we see 
godless dictators trampling underfoot at 
will the nations about them, when all 
these years we have been assured that 
that is the very thing they will do, un- 
til “no man might buy or sell, save 
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~ he that had the mark” (Rev. 13:17) — 


that is, the insignia of the beast, be that 
imsignia the swastika of the Nazi, or the 
battle-ax of the Fascist, or the hammer 
and sickle of the Communist. 

Why should it fret us when we see 
France and other countries brought to 
their knees, when we have known all 
these years that a mighty oppressor shall 
ride forth in power, and that he “shall 
prosper till the indignation be accom- 
plished” (Dan. 11:36); and, that “he shall 
enter also into the glorious land, and 
many countries shall be overthrown”? 
(Dan, 11:36, 41.) As the hour comes 
on apace for the Son of God to ride 
forth, “glorious in his apparel, traveling 
in the greatness of his strength,” crying 
“The day of vengeance is in mine heart, 
and the year of my redeemed is come” 
(Isa. 63:1, 4), is it not infinitely better 
to be numbered among the nations op- 








It is an interesting coincidence, — 
perhaps more than a coincidence, — 
that two of the writers in this issue 
of the Times should have chosen to 
include in their articles the song of 
triumph with which the prophet Ha- 
bakkuk closes his book. Dr. Van- 
steenberghe, driven from his own 
beloved country. of Belgium, is still 
able by the grace of God to look 
forward to more work for Him in 
his homeland, and to write, in con- 
cluding his story of his dangerous 
journey, “Waiting for that time, I 
have made mine the prayer of Ha- 
bakkuk 3:17-19.” Dr. Bauman makes 
the same words his own, in spite of - 
the fact that he sees the dark shadow 
of apostasy spreading over. the 
world. It is not mere optimism that 
has led these. two students of God’s 
Word back to this beautiful hymn 
of praise, penned six hundred years 
before Christ came, but the knowl- 
edge that “whatsoever things were 
written aforetime were written for 
our learning, that we through pa- 
tience and comfort of the scriptures 
might have hope” (Rom. 15:4); and 
that these things “are written for 
our admonition, upon whom the.ends 
of the world are come” (1 Cor, 10: 
11). In this seventeenth article in 
his series on prophecy, Dr. Bauman 
discusses the great Apostasy, the 
eleventh sign of the end that has not 
occurred before. The series will be 
continued next week. 








pressed by that Satanic conqueror, than 
to ride in brief victory along with his 
cohorts to that awful end, when their 
flesh shall fill the gizzards of buzzards 
(Rev. 19:21), and their bones shall rot 
to the fertilization of the land (Ezek. 
39:11-15) of their supremest hate — Pal- 
estine? 

Why, O ye saints, do you cry out in 
alarm when the decrees of your God are 
coming to pass with marvelous exact- 
ness? “Oh, who would mind the jour- 
ney, when the road leads home?” Know 
ye not that your Lord, when he comes, 
is to “save the children of the needy, 
and shall break.in pieces the oppressor”? 
(Psa. 72:4.) How should this promise be 
fulfilled unless he shall come in the hour 
when the oppressor is reigning in the 
kingdom of men? ; 

Then, as I see the oppressors ride, and 
know moreover that in their wake shall 
ride the steeds of “famine” and of 
“death” (Rev. 6:5, 8) —“although the 





fig tree shall not blossom, neither shall 
fruit be in the vines; [and] the labour 
of the olive shall fail, and the fields 
shall yield no meat; [and] the flock shall 
be. cut off from the fold, and there shall 
be no herd in the stalls: yet I will re- 
joice in the Lord, I will joy in the God 
of my salvation”! (Hab. 3:17, 18.) 

Let us turn once again to consider 
another of “the signs that have not been 
before,” signs that are the answer to 
the scoffers’ sneer: “Where is the prom- 
ise of his coming? .. . all things con- 
tinue as they were” (2 Pet. 3:3, 4). 

As the eleventh “sign that has not been 
before,” let us name: > 


The Falling Away Foretold 


XI. The Great Apostasy That Has 
Overrun the Nations Within Christen- 
dom, 

That this was intended by the Spirit 
of God, divine author of all Scripture, 
to stand as an infallible sign of the ap- 
proach of the translation of the saints, 
is written as plainly as human language 
can make it: 

“Now we. beseech you, brethren, by 
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
by our gathering together unto him, 
. «. the day of Christ . .. shall not 
come, except there come a falling away 
[apostasy; Gr., apostasia] first” (2 Thess. 
2 DD. 

The word which the inspired writer 
used means “a falling away” from the 
theological beliefs once held. And not 
since the apostle penned those words has 
the world seen anything in the way of 
apostasy comparable to the apostasy that 
has overtaken- the so-called Christian 
world, 

It is true that in Russia, Christianity 
for centuries had been a formal, lifeless 
sort of institution. Nevertheless a be- 
lief in the Bible, in the God it reveals, 
in the risen Christ it presented as a 
Saviour, was maintained. Only in this 
last sad hour has it remained for a Le- 
nin and a Stalin to profane everything 
holy in any religion that upholds the 
existence of a God to whom men shall 
some day render an account. It re- 
mained for the puppets of the Russian 
government that now is, to tear the robes 
from the body of the priest and carry 
him away to a prison-hell for daring 
to give the Holy Sacrament to a dying 
man! The sufferings which countless 
men and women and little children have 
had to endure in Russia because they 
refused to deny their faith in a living 
God are too foul for words and too ter- 
rible for description. 
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It may be pointed out that ancient 
Rome was equally a persecutor. But 
Rome clung to her gods — expressions of 
her belief in the supernatural. Russia 
knows no God and no gods — believes in 
nothing !. Again, Rome was never apos- 
tate, for to be apostate you first have 
to be professedly Christian. Russia is 
utterly apostate—having fallen away 
from the faith she once espoused. 

Again, consider Germany. Who would 
have believed that the land that fostered 
the Reformation and gave us Luther 
would so quickly, if ever, foster the 
utter paganism of Nazism and give us 
Hitler? And this Austrian Frankenstein, 
who allies with himself in government 
the basest of base men-—a monster that 
all the world knows is an assassin—a 
red-handed murderer to whose ears the 
moans and groans of the dying men and 
women whose only crime is that they 
were born of Jewish blood is the sweet- 
est music he knows—this is the man 
that Germany today would deify ! Saints 
of the living God languish in his prisons; 
they have been closed up in pigsties at 
night; they have been barbarously beaten 
and subjected to unmentionable tor- 
tures. Yet no nation ever was blessed 
with greater spiritual light and oppor- 
tunity. Germany is apostate! 


All Nations Guilty 


In lesser degree, nation after nation 
has become apostate, — has turned away 
from the living God and has trampled 
upon his holy laws. We Americans are 
feeling a deep sorrow for France as she 
is compelled to capitulate before the 
godless German. destroyer of nations. 
Our sorrow is natural, for France has 
been a sister republic, wherein men 
have been free. Yet France deliber- 
ately turned her back on God, and for 
more than one hundred and fifty years 
has been a hotbed for atheism. Thirty 
years ago her Premier, M. Briand, 
boasted: “We have driven Jesus Christ 
out of the army, the navy, the schools, 
the hospitals, the lunatic asylums, and 
We must now drive 
him out of the State altogether” (The 
Friend, Sept. 17th, 1909). The man who 
guided France through the World War 
of 1914-1918, Clemenceau, was a bleak 
atheist. Nations that bow Christ out of 
their councils are nations that ever 
come to judgment. Such is the testi- 
mony of history. 

Our own America was. born of men and 
women who deeply reverenced the 


Bible and the Christ it revealed. The- 


textbooks in our public schools were 
filled with quotations from the Scrip- 
tures and with genuinely spiritual read- 
ings. Schoolmasters began the day 
with the reading of the Scriptures and 
with prayer. Today it is an offense 
against government in many of our 
states even to read the Bible, without 
comment, in our public schools. God, 
his Christ, and his Bible, have been 
politely bowed out of the public school- 
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room at the behest of Jews, Roman 
Catholics, Communists, and infidels. Yet 
we wonder why the Lord God of Israel 
permits a debased warlord to make our 
hearts flutter with fear as we fever- 
ishly arm, and wonder what the morrow 
will bring forth. 

Within the last few hours, as I write, 
I have listened to two governors and 
one senator from our great American 
commonwealths. speak to the entire 
nation over ‘the radio. All three of 
them spoke of our national peril. All 
three of them favored the rearmament 
program of the President of our nation. 
But all three of them also plainly stated 
that our woes have come upon us—to 
use the words of Oklahoma’s governor 
— “because we have forgotten God!” 
He used strong language in his condem- 
nation of the Modernistic university pro- 
fessors who have led the youth of our 
nation away from God and the Bible. 
And he said plainly that they who are 
guilty are “not all university professors” ! 
He was kind to a lot of ordained “pinks” 
in not naming them! 


Unbelief among Ministers 


Ten years ago George Herbert Betts 
(Methodist), Professor of Religious Edu- 
cation in Northwestern University, sent 
out questionnaires to 1,500 Protestant 
ministers, chosen at random from twenty 
denominations. Replies from 700 were 
received. He tabulated the answers in a 
volume, “The Beliefs of 700 Ministers,” 
which was issued by the Abingdon Press 
(Methodist) of Cincinnati, New York, 
and Chicago. The result was startling! 

Of the “700 Ministers,” 500.were set- 
tled as active pastors, 200 were still stu- 
dents in different theological seminaries. 
Several questions and the answers here 
will suffice. 

“Do you believe that God is omnipo- 
tent?” Of the settled pastors, 87% said 
“yes”; 4% were “uncertain”; 9% said 
“no.” Of the student preachers-to-be, 
64% said “yes”; 7% were “uncertain”; 
29% said “no.” 

“Do you believe that the creation of 
the world occurred in the manner and 
time recorded in Genesis?” Of the pas- 
tors, 47% said “yes”; 5% said “uncer- 
tain”; and 48% said “no.” Of the stu- 
dents, 5% said “yes”; 6% said 
“uncertain”; and 89% said “no.” 

“Do you believe that the Devil exists 
as an actual being?” Of the pastors, 60% 
said “yes”; 7% said “uncertain”; and 
33% said “no.” Of the students, 9% said 
“yes”; 9% were “uncertain”; and 82% 
said “no.” 

“Do you believe that Jesus was born 


of a virgin without a human father?” § 


Of the pastors, 71% said “yes”; 10% said 
“uncertain”; and 19% said “no.” Of the 
students, 25% said “yes”; 24% were “un- 
certain”; 51% said “no.” : 
“Do you believe that Jesus’ death on 
the cross was the one act which made 
possible the remission of sins?” Of the 
pastors, 70% said “yes”; 6% were “un- 
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certain”; 24% said “no.” But of the 
students, 29% said “yes”; 10% were “un- 
certain”; while 61% said “no.” 

“Do you believe that after Jesus was 
dead and buried, he actually rose from 
the dead, leaving the tomb empty?” Of 
the pastors, 84% said “yes”; 4% said “un- 
certain”; 12% said “no.” But of the 
students, only 42% said “yes”; 27% were 
“uncertain”; while 31% said “no.” 

“Do you believe that the New Tes- 
tament is, and always will remain, the 
final revelation of the will of God to 
men?” Of the pastors only 66% said 
“yes”; 10% were “uncertain”; while 24% 
said “no.” But of the students, only 18% 
said “yes”; 13% were “uncertain”; while 
69% said “no.” 

In these figures, note the swift grow- 
ing unbelief —the change in the figures 
from pastors to students. Note what the 
Modernistic seminaries ten years ago 
were doing to the coming ministry in 
the Church of God. And during these 
past ten years these students have been 
operating! This is “apostasy”! No 
wonder that the men at the helm of 
our ship of state, seeing the dark 
shadows of an atheistic, liberty-destroy- 
ing dictator falling over the earth, 
preaching his “gospel” of hate to the 
youth of the world with awful results, 
are crying out to the American people 
for a return to God! 


The Bow in the Cloud 

As it is in America, so it is in Britain. 
The impetus of the forces of hell has 
become so strong, the representatives of 
the Devil are so deeply entrenched, that 
only help through a personally return- 
ing Lord can save us. And that means 
that the *predicted judgments of God 
must |fall— yea, already are beginning 
to fall— upon the nations. 

One thing is evident, a great “falling 
away” is here, and no such apostasy has 
ever been before. Even in the “dark 
ages,” while there was bitterness and 
hate and martyrdom, yet there was no 
such denial of faith in God and the great 
fundamentals as we see today. 

But there is a bow in the cloud! It 
is when just such an apostasy has over- 
taken “Christendom” that “our gather- 
ing together [in the air] unto him” (1 
Thess. 4:13-18; 2 Thess. 2:1) is to take 
place, while on the earth “that man of 
sin [shall] be revealed, . . . who op- 
poseth and exalteth himself above all 
that is called God” (2 Thess. 2:8, 4). 

If those nations which have been 
flooded with the light from Heaven 
would repent and turn to God even 
now, and cry out for mercy, God would 
“hear from Heaven, and . . forgive 
their sin, and . . . heal their land.” 

But will they do if? Then what true 
saint will deny God the right to bring to 
the nations his judgments? It will be 
better so! Our times are in his hands. 
We leave them there! And—our 
Heavenly Father makes no mistakes! 


(To be continued) 
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OOD news from Chile comes 
through the publication, The 
Fields. A few months ago dur- 

ing a convention of grammar and pri- 
mary school teachers, who came from 
many points in a large section of South- 
ern Chile, a vote was passed inviting 
evangelical missionaries to come into 
the schools and give religious instruc- 
tion to the scholars under their charge. 
This is the more remarkable in that 
religious instruction has hitherto been 
wholly in the hands of priests and nuns. 
The British and Foreign Bible Society 
agent in Santiago, the Chilean capital, 
reports that nearly every day a Catholic 


‘priest, or friar of one or another order, 


enters his shop and, apparently having 
previous knowledge of the price of a 
certain type of Bible, lays down fifteen 
pesos (after designating that certain 
type) and without another word marches 
out with it under his arm. A certain 
Roman priest in Chile has recently trans- 
lated the New Testament from the orig- 
inal Greek and has had it published for 
the benefit of his parishioners absolutely 
free from doctrinal notes. This has 
naturally caused quite a stir. The ex- 
pense of this publication was covered 
by one of the wealthy members of his 
congregation. 

One day this priest remarked to the 
writer of the article in The Fields: “I 
wish to have God’s Word placed in the 
hands of all the people of Chile, and if 
you can influence any Bible Society to 
publish my book I give them full lib- 
erty to do so.” 

A certain missionary who does a great 
deal of itinerary work throughout the 
whole country has had personal dealings 
with many priests and finds in them a 
sincere desire to know something of the 
realities of God’s truth. One of these, 
who has apparently been led into the 
light of the Gospel, is eagerly seeking 
the Lord’s guidance as to his future; an- 
other has been frankly preaching the 
Gospel from his own pulpit. The same 
missionary said that, in a third-class 
carriage, he had great liberty in opening 
up God’s truth to a hungry soul. We 
see on all hands the beginning of a great 
wave of spiritual hunger among these 
leaders of the Roman Church. 

Again it is noticeable how the Gos- 
pel is getting into the rural districts. 
Farmers come from a long distance with 
their wives and children to hear God’s 
Word expounded. Preaching halls in 
many sections have become too small 
to hold the crowds. The great archi- 
pélago of Southern Chile, bitterly hos- 


tile to the Gospel for two centuries, 
is now open and friendly. This terri-. 
tory is covered with small farms with 
neatly whitewashed houses. The Sol- 
diers’ Mission of the Strongs has open 
doors to army, navy, air force, and police 
for Gospel meetings, and work among 
the Mabuche Indians is carried on in six 
stations. 


Concerning the Ark.—The Tatler of 
London is not exactly a paper with Bib- 
lical interests, and it is therefore in- 
structive to read its judgment regarding 
the Ark of Noah (March 23, 1938): 

“It may come as a surprise to be told 
that the Ark was as graceful a ship as 
ever sailed the seas. She was about 400 
feet long, 75 beam, and 45 depth. One 
of the most beautiful ships ever built 
was Carmichael’s Golden Fleece, 
launched by Barclay, Curle, and Co: in 
1869. Her measurements conformed al- 
most exactly to those of Noah’s Ark, for, 
multiplied by two, they give the follow- 
ing comparative figures, —446 by 74 by 
445. Her first master, Captain Fife, 
said of her that she could be steered 
with the little finger, and Mr. Ismay, 
the great Cunard shipowner, declared her 
to be the handsomest sailing vessel he 
had ever seen.” 

“How,” asks Dr. Shelley in the Bible 
League Quarterly, “if there were neither 
ark nor flood, did a supposed Hebrew 
forger, 700 years B. C., hit on the exact 
proportions necessary to the construction 
of a huge vessel?” 

Dr. Shelley also calls attention to Jo- 
sephus’ statement that the remains of 
the Ark were still to be seen in his day, 
A. D. 90, in a place called “the place 
of descent.” He also names various his- 
torians of an earlier date who testified 
to the fact. Thus Berosus the Chaldean: 
“It is said that there is still some part 
of this ship in Armenia at the mountain 
of the Corydeeans, and that some peo- 
ple carry off pieces of the bitumen to 
use as amulets for averting mischief.” 
Nicolaus of Damascus, only thirty years 
before Christ, wrote: “There is a great 
mountain in Armenia called Baris. One 
carried in an ark came on shore here 
after the Flood. Remains of the timber 
were a great while preserved here.” 

Bitumen is subject neither to decay, 
oxidation, nor attacks of insects. Huge 
timbers covered with it would be almost 
indestructible on the Ararat level. Ara- 
rat was but four hundred miles from 
Jerusalem. These secular historians had 
no interest in defending the Old Testa- 
ment narrative. 


There is an industrial orphanage school 
for girls and boys at Chinkiang, Kiangsu, 
China, which has been in operation since 
1908. War conditions with accompany- 
ing famine are putting a severe strain 
on its work. Mr. and Mrs. J. Wesley 
Bovyer who direct it write that they 
have received over twenty war refugee 
children since last year, but that many 
more need shelter. The price of food 
is four times the usual. “An old grand- 
mother brought three mites to the gate 
last evening. She knelt on the ground 
at my feet, begging us to receive them, 
as their father had been conscripted by 
the Japanese and had never returned. 
We would like to be able ‘o receive 
every starving child that seeks an en- 
trance into the home where they will 
be taught the way to life eternal. We 
must have the prayer help of God’s 
people.” Also their purse-help. The 
D. M. Stearns’ Missionary Fund, 147 W. 
School Lane, Germantown, Pa., serves 
as treasurer for this Chinkiang Orphan- 
age. 


The General Assembly of the (North- 
ern) Presbyterian Church at Rochester 
elected as Moderator for next year a 
signer of the Auburn Affirmation, an 
“affirmation” which makes optional for 
Presbyterian ministers belief in the in- 
errancy of Scripture, the virgin birth 
of Christ, the substitutionary atone- 
ment, the bodily resurrection of Christ, 
and the supernatural character of 
Christ’s miracles. An affirmation which 
reaffirmed these essential doctrines of the 
Christian faith was presented in an over- 
ture from the Arkansas Presbytery but 
was voted down unanimously. It was 
a glorious day, — for Modernism. : 

Dr. H. McAllister Griffiths, in report- 
ing the Assembly meetings for the Chris- 
tian Beacon, said: “They jubilated 
openly that at last a signer [of the Au- 
burn Affirmation] had become Modera- 
tor... . When they produced the ‘Af- 
firmation’ in 1923-1924 they were a 
minority in danger of expulsion. Today 
they sit in the seats of the mighty. ... 
They first pleaded for toleration (for 
themselves), divided evangelicals by 
every art known to ecclesiastical politics, 
won battle after battle on the represen- 
tation that ‘the issue is not doctrinal,’ 
and after achieving mastery, denied tol- 
eration to those from whom they had 
gained it for themselves, and forced 
them out of the Church.” 

They “deprecated ‘controversy’ as all 
‘fifth columns’ do — until they are ready 
to take over. . . . Today the Church, 
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which still contains hundreds of thou- 
sands of true, God-fearing, Christ-loving 
people, is in the iron grip of its Mod- 
ernist ‘fifth column.’” 

Dr. J. B. C. Mackie of Philadelphia 
is reported as having told Dr. Griffiths 
that the Affirmationists are now running 
the Church. “We had a long fight. Our 
horns were locked hard with you fellows 
for a long while,” Dr. Mackie said. 

The conservatives with their “fight 
from within” program did not so much 
as lift a voice. Even when the vote 
eame for the unanimous election of the 
Moderator, not one single “fight from 
within” voice was heard. 


In Russia.—A report called “The Con- 
fession of the Russian Martyrs” mentions 
Russian Evangelicals as carfying on in 
spite of the loss of their pastors, twelve 
thousand of whom languish in prisons 
and concentration camps. This is the 
case especially in the Basin of the Don 
River in Southeast Russia. In a letter 
from one brother is a paraphrase of 
Psalm 15, “Lord, who shall abide in thy 
tabernacle?” The answer given is, “He 
that is without respect for the godless 
but honors the God-fearing. He who 
swears to his own hurt and holds to it.” 

Atheist Communism brings no _ pros- 
perity. Thus the cultivation of farms in 
South Russia is having dangerous con- 
sequences. The capable German Luth- 
eran farmers have been sent into exile. 
The careless cutting of timber has di- 
minished water supply: Droughts are 
the result, The regions around the Volga 
are in danger of degenerating into 
steppes again, those steppes which the 
German colonists in the last 150 years 
have, with unspeakable toil and sacri- 
fice, brought to fertility. The strong 
eastern winds from Turkestan bring 
with them fine sand and meet no wind- 
breaks such as once protected the corn 
granary of Russia. Fruitful fields are 
thus being slowly reduced to desert. 

According to the Koelnische Volkszeit- 
ung, in many places in Russia the priests 
are abandoning the churches, burying 
their ikons (may they leave them 
buried !), and entering the collectives 
with the aid of their peasant parishion- 
ers. Thus while the parish form of min- 
istry is abandoned, the secret ministry 
becomes ever more effective. Atheistic 
fanaticism still rages. The word “God” 
in children’s books ‘is deleted and re- 
placed by such words as “destiny” or 
“accident.” Four times a year school 
children in Moscow must make a pil- 
grimage with guides to the Museum.:of 
the Godless. In all the Moscow railway 
stations rooms are set. apart for listening 
to radio addresses against religion and 
to antireligious films. This for the ben- 
efit of travelers waiting for trains. 


A Lay Missionary in Finland.—Mr. 
Sanfrid Mattson gave up his prosperous 
business to become an evangelist and 
distributor of the Bible. In recent years 
he has done much in the Baltic States 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


and Finland, so that the Bible Society 
reports increased sales in Estonia from 
30,700 copies to 122,201 in two years; in 
Latvia the rise has been from 45,695 to 
70,345; and in Finland from 30,431 to 
104,168. 

When in the export trade he began 
by seeking to interest his fellow coun- 
trymen in world evangelization, publish- 
ing maps and surveys of the World Do- 
minion series. Then he himself went 
out evangelizing, leaving his brother in 
care of his business while he went from 
door to door in Finland, Latvia, and 
Estonia, colporting and teaching the peo- 
ple. In this work he enlisted a great 
many volunteer workers. They empha- 
size the thought that the time is short 
and the evangelization of the world over- 
due. Latterly they have been especially 


active in distributing the Bible among, 


Finnish soldiers and Russian prisoners. 





A Father of the Zionist 
Movement 








Hermann Schapira, who was 
reading Hebrew at two and a half 
and at four studying the Talmud, 
was later in life Professor Extra- 
ordinary in Higher Mathematics in 
the University of Heidelberg. It 
was he who first conceived the plan 
of a Jewish National Fund for the 
repurchase of Palestine and pro- 
posed it at the First Zionist Congress. 
As far back as 1882 he was planning 
for a national Hebrew University in 
Jerusalem. “I for my part will 
accept a teaching position in this 
university.” 

What castles in Palestine these 
must have seemed at the time— 
a Jewish National Fund and a 
Hebrew University! ‘Yet both are 
at present functioning with power 
and effectiveness, omens of what is 
coming in future Jewish restoration. 











Mr: Mattson publishes an evangelical 
paper entitled For allt-Skapat (“For the 
Whole Creation,” or better, “For. Every 
Creature”). He has permission to: visit 
all prisons of Finland, and works among 
post office employees. 


Malcolm Moffat, missionary and grand- 
son of the early pioneer missionary Rob- 
ert Moffat of South Africa, died on 
Christmas Day, 1939. The following 
anonymous tribute appeared in the South 
African Pioneer: “Another Moffat has 
entered the Heavenly Country, and this 
time Malcolm, the gentle, lowly shep- 
herd of God’s sheep. He went on Christ- 
mas Day at Heaven’s high festival. 
wherfe surely it is kept in perpetuity; 
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the signal to a maid; glory of star; the 
deep eternal beat and rhythm of innu- 
merable wings; the carolling of the 
Heavenly Choir; the swift surefooted 
shepherds; the wise and the lowly; the 
saints of the centuries and of the conti- 
nents; all gathered to adore the ever 
new miracle of God’s redeeming love. 
And into that heavenly and eternal 
Bethlehem Malcolm Moffat walked as 
gently and as naturally as he: walked 
on earth; in his arms a lamb, a queer, 
straggly, ungainly, newborn thing, the 
Church in Africa. I think it was to 
the shepherds he went, and knelt with 
them, men of his own kind, who knew 
the wordless fellowship of God’s hum- 
bler creatures, sheep and patient cattle. 

“He leaves in Africa sons and little 
grandchildren in .whose eyes shine the 
clear..light that shone about Malcolm. 
The Moffats—a great family — God’s 
men. . They die but they are never dead.” 


The Czechoslovak Church was founded 
im 1920 by a group of ex-Catholic clergy 
and has grown until it numbers now 
nearly a million members. Next to the 
Roman Church it is the largest religious 
body in what was Czechoslovakia. It is 
thoroughly democratic in character and 
has formally renounced the so-called 
apostolic succession as superstition. “By 
ordination the clergyman does not ac- 
quire prerogatives above his followers. 
He is first brother among other believers, 
who are fundamentally his equals.” Un- 
fortunately this church has a strong ra- 
tionalistic tendency and Boston Unitari- 
anism seeks its fellowship. This may 
explain why in late years there has been 
a reaction, numbers returning to the 
Church of Rome. Men want salvation 
and this Unitarianism cannot give, nor 
does it claim to. It only denies that 
salvation is necessary, which is obvi- 
ously false to any who has had experi- 
ence of life. 


The Order of Jesuits celebrates this 
year the 400th anniversary of its foun- 
dation. It has a membership now of 
25,945 priests, and it is important to 
notice that the largest section is assigned 
to the English-speaking lands, 7,200, or 
more than a fourth of all. So weighty 
appears to them the conquest of the 
British Empire and the American Re- 
public! (The Jesuit, the Rev. F. X. Tal- 
bot, editor of America, thinks that “the 
old Protestant culture in America is at 
the end of its rope. Now is the time 
to press Catholicism.”) On the mission 
field 3,783 Jesuit priests are at work with 
40 seminaries for priests, 15 universities, 


‘169 colleges. In the world at large they 


operate 436 colleges with 138,307 stu- 


- dents. Six hundred and eighty thousand 


seven hundred and eighty-eight Catho- 
lics passed last year through their train- 
ing courses for laymen. 

The Jesuits are now, as ever, during 
the past four hundred years, a menace 
to political society and to Christianity. 
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They might be called the Bar-Jesuits 
for no more accurate characterization 
could be given of them in their historic 
past than the words of Paul to the false 
prophet, Bar-Jesus (Acts 13:10), “O full 
of all subtilty and all mischief, ... 
thou enemy of all righteousness, wilt 
thou not cease to pervert the right ways 
of the Lord?” 


Examining Candidates for Baptism in 
China.—Miss Huntamer of the China In- 
land Mission writes that in Yukan 
County, Kiangsi, where she is working, 
the mission had 307 baptisms in the pre- 
teding two months. Most of these, in 
fact all, have been brought in by native 
workers. The mission is chiefly en- 
gaged in training the workers. 

“The examination and baptism of these 
307 was done by the Chinese alone. 
From six to twelve evangelists sit around 
a table equipped with writing brush, 
ink slab, and paper. After a word of 
prayer the first candidate is brought in. 
All stand up and respond to his bow. 
Resuming their seats they begin ques- 
tioning regarding the Deity of Christ, 
the Trinity, the Virgin Birth, the life and 
ministry of our Lord, his substitutionary 
death, burial, resurrection, ascension, 
and second coming. Then the candidate 
is asked to repeat the Ten Command- 
ments and the Lord’s Prayer. Care is 
taken to be sure that he understands 
the meaning of baptism and the Lord’s 
Supper and of the responsibility of giv- 
ing to the Lord’s work. 

“When all have been examimed, which 
usually takes a full day plus the pre- 
vious evening, the names of the candi- 
dates are considered and voted on, one 
by one, in a meeting of all the church 
members. The local leader or evangelist 
in charge of each community must give 
his word that the person’s case had been 
previously investigated and that the can- 
didate is, so far as he can tell, a real 
Christian in walk as in profession. 

“In the baptism all ages are repre- 
sented from the eighties to the teens; 
and all classes from the cultured teacher 
to the blind beggar. Before dawn all 
i have passed through the waters, and the 
, Christians are hoarse from having sung 
} ‘O happy day that fixed my choice’ 
scores of times. Then come light re- 
freshments, followed by the Communion 
Service. The sermon is always on the 
new life in Christ Jesus, with appropri- 
ate texts.” 

It is interesting to learn that about 
three out of four of these new Chris- 
tians turned to the Lord because of heal- 
ing by prayer, or because of deliverance 
from demons. One had been saved from 
the gambling habit. 











Martinique and Guadeloupe, the two 
French islands of the West Indies, have 
been recently covered by ten colporteurs, 
three of whom were young women. This 
work they have done with great thor- 
oughness, and have gone over other 
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smaller islands in fhe group. They have 
won the people’s friendship, and when- 
ever the Scripture has been burned, have 
returned and sold fresh copies. In one 
Martinique town the priest attempted to 
chase them out, but their quiet steadfast- 
ness compelled him to admit the truth 
of the Gospel. 


The Faivre Annotated French Testa- 
ment, of which I have spoken, has its 
parallels in English, Spanish, German, 
and even Chinese. “Recently we have 
received an increasing number of re- 
quests for a Polish edition,” writes. Miss 


Fontannaz (506 Oakdale Ave., Chicago).. 


“I was told not long ago at the Bible 
Colportage Association that a whole edi- 
tion could be placed to good purpose, 
here in the United States. We have re- 
ceived also an urgent appeal from mis- 
sionaries in Brazil for a Portuguese edi- 
tion. There is an unheard of opportunity 





A Good Example 


Mr. Crow of the Sudan United 
Mission tells us that the women 
members of a church at Wana dis- 
ciplined a woman who had been 
seen helping to grind corn for the 
brewing Of native beer. She was 
not allowed to attend church with 
others until, after some weeks, she 
had made public confession of sin. 
“This is the standard the Christians 
themselves set and the Lord has 
been pleased to pour out blessing 
upon them.” And they are as right 
in their physiology as in their ethics. 
Has not Prof. J. B. S. Haldane of 
Cambridge University told us that 
“a man is about five times as likely 
to get cancer if he drinks beer daily 
and no milk, as if he drinks milk 
daily and no beer”? Also that “the 
death rate in the alcoholic trades 
from cancer of the mouth, throat, 
etc., at ages under 65, is double the 
average.” 











‘ tions. Thus: 








there.” The Rev. Paul Streib, Randolph, 
New York, has volunteered to translate 


the notes with the aid of an able Portu-. 


guese Christian. 


Unbelieving Jews and Unbelieving 
Christians—A Jewish rabbi, writing in 
the Christian Century, remarks on the 
blocks on blocks of pushcarts laden with 
Christmas baubles and symbols in the 
very ghetto of New York. Christmas, he 
reflects, lures and wins the heart of the 
Jew to the extent that, while he accepts 
the “Glory to God in the highest, and 
on earth peace, good will toward men,” 
he refuses the “Unto you is born this 
day in the city of David a Saviour, which 
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is Christ the Lord.” He finds support 
for this cleavage of the Christmas mes- 
sage in the fact “that an amazing and 
increasing number of Christians no 
longer believe in the supernaturalness 
of Jesus’ birth or in the divinity of his 
person.” 

This drawing together of the unbe- 
lieving Jew and the apostate Christian 
delights him, and he thinks that the 
Church, as the historical incarnation of 
Jesus, will survive or perish according 
as it conforms to purely natural beliefs, 
Rabbi Louis Wirt, then, does not know 
Church history, for it is this Arianism 
which, down through the centuries, has 
ever perished. Not the least striking is 
the decline of Unitarianism in England 
and New England to feeble and perish- 
ing groups, in spite of the brilliant op- 
portunities from wealth and culture with 
which they started. 


Brief Notes.—There are various ac- 
tive Welsh Bible Societies in the United 
States, their motto being, %B..ibt i bawb 
o bobly y byd,” which means, “A Bible 
for everybody in the world.” 


There is a Bible Society in Buffalo. 
Last year it sold 41,700 copies of Scrip- 
ture, and donated 15,360 to jails, the un- 
employed, hospitals, and _ struggling 
churches. Over 50,000 copies of the 
Book of Proverbs are given every four 
years to the schools of the city and 
county. On a set day in June women 
from various churches made 4,500 calls 
on the East Side and left a copy of a 
Gospel in every house. Twelve lan- 
guages were supplied. 


Mr. Broomall of “The Issacharian” 
(Columbia, S. C.) writes of unethical 
intrigues of Modernists, giving illustra- 
“The writer once heard 
an outspoken Modernist describe how a 
church could be won over to Modernist 
views by first winning the children with 
kindness. When they were captured, 
the parents would make no serious pro- 
test to unorthodox teaching.” The 
Issacharian is devoted to Bible study 
and takes its name from 1 Chronicles 
12:32, “And of the children of Issachar, 
which were men that had understanding 
of the times, to know what Israel ought 
to do.” 


Miss Rosalind Murray, daughter of the 
Oxford scholar, Prof. Gilbert Murray, 
has written a book entitled, “The Good 
Pagan’s Failure,” the point of which is 
the powerlessness of modern idealism 
against the forces of evil. H. G. Wells 
in “The Fate of Homo Sapiens” ex- 
presses despair for the future of the 
world, and even Dr. Fosdick says, “The 
fight has gone out of many of us: life 
in the present state of the world has 
us down.” These men do not believe in 
Christian prophecy, but they are fulfill- 
ing the Scripture which speaks of the 
time when men’s hearts would fail be- 
eause of fear of the things coming on 
the earth. 
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LESSON 4. JULY 28. WEIGHING CONSEQUENCES 


(A PRINCIPLE OF TEMPERATE LIVING) 








International Uniform Lesson.—Proverbs 1: 7-10; Isaiah 5:11, 12, 18-23, Galatians 6: 7-9 





Golden Text.—Godliness is profitable unto all things, having promise of the life which now is, and of that which is to come.—1 Tim. 4:8 








Kinc JAMES VERSION 

Prov. 1:7 The fear of the Lorp is the beginning of knowledge: 
but fools despise wisdom and instruction. 

8 My son, hear the instruction of thy father, and forsake not 
the law of thy mother: 

9 For they shall be an ornament of grace unto thy head, and 
chains about thy neck. 

10 My son, if-sinners entice thee,.consent thou not. 


Isa. 5:11 Woe unto them that rise up early in the morning, 
that they may follow strong drink; that continue until night, till 
wine inflamed them! 

12 And the harp, and the viol, the tabret, and pipe, and wine, 
are in their feasts: but they regard not the work of the Lorp, 
neither consider the operation of his hands. 


18 Woe unto them that draw iniquity with cords of vanity, and 
sin as it were with a cart rope: 

19 That say, Let him make speed, and hasten his work, that 
we may see it: and let the counsel of the Holy One of Israel 
draw nigh and come, that we may know it! 

20 Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil; that put 
darkness for light, and light for darkness; that put bitter for 
sweet, and sweet for bitter ! 

21 Woe unto them that are wise in their own eyes, and prudent 
in their own sight! 

22 Woe unto them that are mighty to drink wine, and men of 
strength to mingle strong drink: 

23 Which justify the wicked for reward, and take away the 
righteousness of the righteous from him ! 

Gal. 6:7 Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever 
a man soweth, that shall he also reap. 

8 For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap cor- 
ruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap 
life everlasting. 

9 And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we 
shall reap, if we faint not. 


& % 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 


head is indeed a crown of glory, because 
found in the way of righteousness (Prov. 
16:31). Someone has well said, “The 


American STANDARD VERSION 
Prov. 1:7 The fear of Jehovah is the 1 beginning of knowledge: 
But the foolish despise wisdom and instruction. 
8 My son, hear the instruction of thy father, 
And forsake not the 7law of thy mother: 
9 For they shall be a chaplet of grace unto thy head, 
And chains about thy neck. . 
10 My son, if sinners entice thee, 
Consent thou not. 


Isa. 5;11 Woe unto them that rise up early in the morning, 
that they may follow strong drink; that tarry late into the night, 
till wine inflame them! 12 And the harp and the lute, the tabret 
and the pipe, and wine, are in their feasts; but they regard not 
the work of Jehovah, neither have they considered the operation 
of his hands. 


18 Woe unto them that draw iniquity with cords of falsehood, 
and sin as it were with a cart rope; 19 that say, Let him make 
speed, let him hasten his work, that we may see it; and let the 
counsel of the Holy One of Israel draw nigh and come, that we 
may know it! 20 Woe unto them that call evil good, and good 
evil; that put darkness for light, and light for darkness; that 
put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter! 21 Woe unto them 
that are wise in their own eyes, and prudent in their own sight ! 
22 Woe unto them that are mighty to drink wine, and men of 
strength to mingle strong drink; 23 that justify the wicked for 
a bribe, and take away the righteousness of the righteous from 
him ! 

Gal. 6:7 Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever 
a man soweth, that shall he also reap. 8 For he that soweth 
unto his own flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that 
soweth unto the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap eternal life. 9 And 
let us not be weary in well-doing: for in due season we shall 
reap, if we faint not. 


10Or, chief part. 2Or, teaching. 


The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform 
Sunday School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the Inter- 
national Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 


4 % 
Verse by Verse 

Prov. 1:7.—*The fear of the Lord.” It 
is filial fear and reverence that is here 











Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 
Approach to the Lesson 


E ARE alli inclined to go to ex- 
W rremes Temperance is self-con- 

trol, and is the middle path be- 
tween asceticism and license. It is the 
only right and safe road to take if we 
would get the most out of life and ac- 
complish the most for God. 

They who, in youth, sow wild oats will 
have a terrible crop to reap in older 
days (Prov. 22:8). No wonder the world 
has so many disillusioned and disap- 
pointed old men and aged women. They 
frittered away the golden hours of youth 
in careless living and selfish indulgence 
and as a result their wrecked constitu- 
tions and in some cases impaired minds 
make their later years most distressing 
and unhappy. It is quite otherwise with 
men and women who, in the days of their 
youth, lived in an orderly manner, walk- 
ing before God in self-control, refusing 
to become the slaves of sensuality and 
voluptuousness. For them, the hoary 


Devil has no happy old men.” But how 
different it is with those who have 
known and loved the Lord through the 
long years! When they reach the even- 
tide of life, theirs is a peace and a 
serenity which is found only in the serv- 
ice of God. Of them, indeed, it can 
be said, “At eventide it shall be light.” 
No one ever lost by temperate behavior. 
Myriads have been ruined for time and 
eternity by recklessness. 


.The Historical Setting 


The books from which the present les- 
son is taken were written by different 
persons at widely separated intervals. 
Proverbs was compiled by Solomon (1 
Kings 4:30-32), who reigned about 1015 
to 975 B. C. Isaiah the prophet wrote 
the book that bears his name. He flour- 
ished about 760 to 713 B. C. Galatians 
was from the pen of the Apostle Paul 
and ‘was perhaps one of his earlier let- 
ters. It is generally supposed to have 
been written from Corinth about A, D. 
50. 


referred to. No one is really: wise who 
does not have this regard for God. It 
is only “fools” who “despise wisdom 
and instruction,” because in stupid pride 
they do not recognize the divine author- 
ity, but prefer their own vain, empty 
thoughts. 


Verse 8—“The instruction of thy 
father, ... the law of thy mother.” As 
the precepts of wise and kindly parents, 
so are the teachings God has preserved 
in his Word. They are not hard and 
stern legal enactments, but have all the 
warmth and consideration of parental 
advice, aiming at our blessing, and there- 
fore not to be despised or set at naught. 


Verse 9.—“‘An ornament of grace.” 
How foolish to depend on “outward 
adorning” (1 Pet. 3:3, 4) for attractive- 
ness, rather than that beauty of char- 
acter which makes for true loveliness. 


Verse 10.—“If sinners entice thee, con- 
sent thou not.” There is no valid ex- 
cuse for following others into sin. Where 
the will is yielded to God, strength will 


























Lesson for July 28 





be given to resist temptation (2 Pet. 2: 
9). 

Isa. 5:11—“That they may follow 
strong drink till wine inflame 
them!” The inebriate makes the grati- 
fication of appetite the one outstanding 
motive of his life. Casting good advice 
to the winds, he gives free reign to self- 
indulgence until habit becomes so strong: 
he has no power, or inclination, to re- 
sist it, 


Verse 12.—“They regard not the work 
of the Lord.” Attracted by the false 
merriment of godless companions, his 
senses deadened by raucous music, the 
flowing bowl and gluttonous feasts, the 
intemperate man casts away all fear of 
God and plunges recklessly on to his 
doom. 


Verse 18.—“Draw iniquity with cards 
of vanity, and sin ... with a cart rope.” 
It is not a question of falling into temp- 
tation, but of deliberately harnessing 
themselves to their sins, Those who, 
defying every law of God and man, fol- 
low after strong drink and seek to grat- 
ify every fleshly lust are here pictured 
as hauling sin after them as beasts draw- 
ing the carts to which they are attached. 


Verse 19.—“Let the counsel of the Holy 
One of Israel draw nigh.” These God- 
deniers ridicule the idea of divine judg- 
ment for sin and dare the Lord to de- 
stroy them. Because he does not 
immediately visit their transgressions 
upon them, they become the more hard- 
ened in their evil ways (Eccles. 8:11). 


Verse 20.—“Them that call evil good, 
and good evil.” They lose all sense of 
values, counting as delightful what is 
really abominable and detesting what 
they ought to love, for “the unjust know- 
eth no shame” (Zeph. 3:5). 


Verse 21.—“Wise in their own eyes.” 
Sated with pride and conceit, they see 
no good in anything that does not min- 
ister to their depraved tastes. Scorning 
counsel, they persist in self-indulgences 
which they consider the only proper 
way of life. Such is the effect of un- 
restrained appetite. 


Verse 22—“Mighty to drink wine.” 
The drunkard regards abstinence as a 
sign of weakness. According to his false 
standards, manliness is evidenced by de- 
bauchery and strength of character by 
one’s ability to indulge fearlessly in 
vicious habits. 

Verse 23.—“Justify the wicked.” They 
déclare the lawless and profane to be 
righteous, and look with contempt upon 
goodness and regard for the conventions 
of respectable society. 

Gal. 6:7.—“Whatsoever a man soweth, 
that shall he also reap.” The law of 
God will be vindicated at last. Sin and 
intemperance bring fearful retribution. 
As we sow, so we must reap. 

Verse 8.—“Soweth to his flesh ... reap 
corruption ... soweth to the Spirit ... 
reap life everlasting.” A visit to the 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of Internationa! Uniform 

Lessons for the year may be had from The 

Sunday School Times/Company, 325 North 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


4. July 28.—Weighing Consequences (A 
Principle of Temperate Living). 
Proverbs 1:7-10; Isaiah 5:11, 12, 

18-23; Galatians 6:7-9 

August 4—The Two Ways. 

Psalm 1; Matthew 7:24-27 

. August 11—The Works and the Word 

of God Psalm 19 

. August 18.—God’s Care of His People. 


ea 2 


August 25.—Confession and Forgive- 
ness. J 
2 Samuel 12:1-14; Psalm 51:1-17; 32:1-11 
9. September 1.—Praising God for His 
Blessings. ............ Psalms 103 and 107 
10. September 8.—Inviting Others to Wor- 


ship God ......... Psalms 67, 96, and 98 

11, September 15.—The Ever-Present God. 
Psalm 139 

12. September 22.—The Voice of Wisdom. 
Proverbs 4 








wards for incurables in our great hos- 
pitals is the best commentary on the first 
half of this verse. The serenity of thou- 
sands of aged Christians illustrates the 
last half. : 


Verse 9.—“We shall reap, if we faint 
not.” Pursue the path of righteousness 
and the promised results are sure to fol- 
low. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


God may seem to forget and evil ap- 
pear to triumph, but-it is only for a 
moment (Job 20:5). Divine retribution 
follows reckless living as surely as the 
harvest follows the sowing. That which 
is reaped is the same in kind as that 
which is sown. But when men turn to 
God, whatever their sin and however 
corrupt their lives may have been, there 
is forgiveness through Christ’s atone- 
ment and life everlasting for those who 
heed the Spirit’s call. 


A Lesson Outline 


Four Woes 

Woe to the deliberately wicked (Isa. 
5:18) 

Woe to those who confuse good and 
evil (v. 20) 

Woe to the haughty and conceited (v. 
21): 

Woe to the drunkards and unrighteous 
(vs. 22, 23) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


When our people were being urged by 
venal politicians to repeal the Prohibi- 
tion amendment, Henry Ford raised his 
voice in warning, declaring that repeal 
would mean a tremendous slaughter on 
our highways because of drunken 
drivers. The years since have demon- 
strated the proof of his contention. The 
list of thousands slain and injured be- 
cause of the attempt to mix alcohol and 
gasoline reads like a report on the cas- 
ualties of a major war. 


The utter selfishness of drinkers and 
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voluptuaries is one of the greatest curses 
we have to face today. Under the power 
of intemperance, men and women be- 
come completely indifferent to the rights 
and comfort of other people and think 
only of devising new ways to gratify 
their insatiable appetites. When deliv- 
ered by grace from their evil habits, all 
is changed, and they who have been 
menaces to society become assets. If the 
liquor traffic were banished, one of the 
greatest hindrances to the spread of the 
Gospel would be removed. 


Applications and Summaries 

Self-control (temperance) is a Chris- 
tian virtue (2 Pet. 1:6). Is this mani- 
fested in our lives? 

He who is yielded to Christ is the 
Lord’s bondman, but is free from the 
hateful service of sin. 

He who fears God will}. Id his own 
body in reverence, as the temple of the 


‘Holy Spirit, to be preserved from defile- 


ment and used for the glory of Christ. 


When men embark on a deliberate 
course of sin, they throw the compass 
of conscience overboard and so lose all 
sense of values and know not how to 
steer the bark of life aright. 


Life everlasting is the gift-of God to 
all who believe in the Lord Jesus, but 
it is also the goal at the end of the way. 


Every sin yielded to makes it easier 
to fall again. Every sin judged and 
turned away from makes for greater 
power to resist temptation in the future. 

CHICAGO. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 
HAT is meant by the fear of the 
Lord? 

2. To what gracious authority are the 
laws of God likened? 

3. What is one of the first effects of 
yielding to the sin of intemperance? 

4. When moral values are ignored, what 
is the inevitable result? 

5. Why is Gisobedience to parents so evil 
in the sight of God? 

6. What sins were chiefly responsible for 
the destruction of the kingdom of Judah, 
as set forth by Isaiah? . 

7. Why should one be careful not to trifle 
with intoxicants? 

8. Is there any hope for the drunkard and 
the profligate? 

9. If men refuse to repent, what does 
Scripture predict is in store for them? 

10. When men say they can drink or let 
it alone as they please, what do they gen- 
erally do? 


Answers fo the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are 
given on page 571. 





Don’t you want a handy binder in 
which to keep your copies of Tue Sun- 
pay Scuoot Trmes? Send in five Get 
Acquainted subscriptions (25 cents each, 
for 10 weeks) and the binder is yours 
(price of the binder, $1.25 postpaid). 
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The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 
for this department; one dollar is paid for 
each illustration accepted, and two dollars 

for the best one each week. But readers are 
yrged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading qeretyny a leaflet explainin 
the conditions of this department. The full lis 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in sy Failure to note 
the conditions means tha illustrations 
are constantly having to be” Be by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print. 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted “on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 

The Safety of Fear.—The fear of the 
Lord is the beginning of knowledge 
(Prov. 1:7). Life that does not fear in 
this present world is abnormal life. 
Some false cults and philosophies would 
remove all fear from life; but they 
would make of us abnormal and useless 
beings. Not only “the fear of the Lord 
is the beginning of wisdom,” and not 
only can we be delivered by Christ him- 
self from unworthy and weakening fears, 
but other fears also are vital to sane, 
useful living. The Keswick Calendar 
quotes a pertinent and needed comment: 
“We cannot live either our natural or 
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our spiritual life without fear. A man 
will never be a first-rate surgeon un- 
less he fears infection, and sterilizes his 
instruments. A child will never be fit 
to leave alone until it fears to throw 
a lighted match into the waste basket. 
A man will never be a successful builder 
until he fears to put one rotten timber 
into his house, nor a successful Christian 
until he fears to put one rotten thought 
into his character. Do not go any far- 
ther unless you can say that you fear 
sin in all its forms.”—From The Sunday 
School Times. Sent by Ruth E. Dow, 
Wayne, Maine. 


When God Was Defied.—They say, Let 
him make speed, and hasten his work, 
that we may see it: and let the counsel 
of the Holy One of Israel draw nigh 
and come, that we may know it! (Isa, 
5:19.) Let the Evangelical Christian 
record the story of the quake that 
totally destroyed the flourishing and 
extraordinarily beautiful city of Mes- 
sina, Italy. In the early morning of 
December 28, 1908, the temblor struck, 
and 84,000 human beings died. We read: 
“Only a few hours before that devas- 
tating earthquake, which laid Messina 
and the surrounding districts in ruins, 
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the unspeakably wicked and irreligious 
cendition of some of the inhabitants was 
expressed in a series of violent resolu- 
tions which were passed against all re- 
ligious principles. While the journal 
Il Tleefono, printed in Messina, actually 
published in its Christmas number an 
abominable parody daring the Almighty 
to make Himself known by sending an 
earthquake! And in three days the 
earthquake came !”—From Louis S. Bau- 


“man, D.D., in The Sunday School Times. 


Sent by Elsie M. Watkins, Bend, Oreg. 


Cooked Brains.—Woe unto them that 
are mighty to drink wine (v. 22). Iron- 
ical indeed was the appearance of a 
huge billboard recently displayed in the 
business district of Los Angeles, Calif. 
A huge portrait of a shrewd business- 
man appeared beside a slogan that, in- 
<erpreted in one way, implied that real 
brains required a certain brand of whis- 
kies. Behind the top portion of the head, 
electric lights flashed on and off at in- 
tervals, illuminating the area where 
the brain would be. The effect of the 
heat from the lights, however, gradually 
baked the paint on the forehead of the 
man in the picture. By daylight there 
could be seen a sharp alteration in the 
appearance of the forehead that had been 
“baked” by the repeated heat to which 
it had been exposed. The brain had 
been cooked. What a tragic symbol of 
what happens to the brain of many a 
man who yields to liquor propaganda !— 
From the King’s Business. Sent by 
Roger J. Wells, Mooers Forks, N. Y. 


Dishonest Advertising —Which justify 
the wicked for reward (v. 23). THE 
Sunpay ScHoot Times has verified the 
accuracy of this statement, by corre- 
spondence with the editor of the Plain 
Dealer. Some reporters had called on 
Martinelli, the famous tenor, for an in- 
terview. “‘No, no, no,’ exclaimed Gio- 
vanni Martinelli, the opera star. ‘The 
pipe, the cigar, the cigarettes!’ Re- 
porters who had come to interview the 
famous singer hastily extinguished the 
three evils, when he explained that the 
smoke made his throat sore. ‘But didn’t 
you endorse a cigarette once?’ asked a 
teporter. ‘Si, si’ [Yes, yes], admitted 
the smiling tenor. ‘But remember what 
I said. I said: “These cigarettes never 
make my throat sore.” And that is true. 
They never do.’ ‘Because,’ a reporter 
suggested, ‘you never smoke them?’ ‘Si, 
si, laughed Martinelli. ‘I never smoke 
them. I never smoked anything in my 
life.’ ”—From Homer Rodeheaver, in The 
Sunday School Times. Sent by Ruth E. 
Dow, Wayne, Maine. 


At a Railroad Crossing.—Whatsoever a 
man soweth, that shall he also reap (Gal. 
6:7). A novel warning sign has been 
erected at a railroad crossing in San. An- 
tonio, consisting of a platform eight feet 
above the ground upon which is placed 
a .wrecked automobile which figured in 
a fatal- accident on that same road some 
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time ago, and which resulted in the 
death of two occupants of the car. A 
sign under the platform bears the words: 
“Did the driver of this car Stop, Look, 
Listen?”—From Moody Monthly. Sent 
by E. M. Cary, Dayton, Ohio. Prize illus- 
tration. 


Why He Lived Through It.—Godliness 
is profitable unto ail things, having 
promise of the life which now is, and 
of that which is to come (Golden Text). 
A bishop, while laboring in the capital 
of Argentine, was suddenly stricken with 
appendicitis. One of the best surgeons 
in the southern hemisphere was called. 
After a careful diagnosis, he said, “Your 
only hope is a surgical operation; but 
a man of your age ordinarily has only 
one chance -in a hundred for recovery. 
Have you ever used alcoholic liquors? 
Have you ever used tobacco in any 
form?” The bishop replied that he had 
never used either. The operation was a 
success. The blood of the patient was 
so pure that the wound healed like the 
flesh of a child. Later_the surgeon said 
to the bishop, “You are a walking tem- 
perance lesson.”—From Teachers Quar- 
terly. Sent by Mrs. Gerald Dyer, Wye- 
vale, Ont., Can. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 


By William H. Ridgway 


For the Girls—They shall be an orna- 
ment of grace unto thy head, and chains 
about thy neck (Prov. 1:9). I am in 
business touch with a young matron who 
is blessed with beautiful teeth. I have 
just been telling her (out of a sad per- 
sonal neglect) to take good care of those 
teeth. I told her to follow the advice 
of a leading Philadelphia dentist and 
use the dental floss daily to wipe out the 
“bugs” that hide between the teeth and 
“bore from within.” 

But we are not studying dentine 
adornment in our lesson today, but “the 
fear of the Lord” which “is the begin- 
ning of knowledge.” There are other 
lovely ornaments that give grace to a 
woman. Here are some: Proverbs 31:10, 
11, 28, 29. We are herein told of chains 
about the neck. 

In my Rock Run Mission I take account 
of birthdays. I give the girls jewelry 
because that is what they would rather 
have. I get my gold and pearls and 
rubies and emeralds at the “5 and 10.” 
Then I coat the article with nail varnish, 
which keeps the metal and glass bright 
for years. 

They prefer chains about the neck. 
One day a friend dropped into the school. 
I asked him to speak. He asked how 
many would like a chain for the neck? 
The hands of all the girls went up — and 
the boys said “baloney,” and “rats,” and 
looked glum. Then the speaker went 
on to tell what graces made up the chain 
— Truth, Sincerity, Modesty, Kindliness 
—you go on and string your chain, for 
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I am at the end of my paragraph. The 
graces will make girls more beautiful 
than teeth, coiffures, complexion, and 
figure. Real loveliness is from within. 


Woe and “Whoa!”—Woe unto them 
that call evil good, and good evil (Isa. 
5:20). Here is a famous Bible word 
which is.spelled all vowels, “double u” 
and “o” and “e.” There is another 
famous word that sounds pretty much 
the same, and is spelled with the two 
“u’s” and an “o” and an “a,” with an 
“h” thrown in for aspiration. And these 
words. are closely related, for in lots of 
cases when the W-h-o-a is sounded, if 
not heeded you have W-o-e! (Hab, 2:15.) 

The street crossings in Coatesville (as 
in many towns), have red and green stop 
and go lights. The stores are much in 
evidence with tubes of red neon lights. 
It is Christmas time as I write, and Main 
Street is spanned by festoons of colored 
lights and with red predominating. 

There is much complaint from motor- 
ists that so much red light is confusing 
for the red “stop” on the corners. And 
isn’t it just this that is happening in 
the Whoa-Woe of our text? Which is 
evil and what is good these days? 

It used to be thought that the serving 
of liquor was good and a part of hos- 
pitality. We used to think the taking 
off of clothes in public was the height 
of evil. In the old days only two kinds 
of women smoked. One the old colored 
washer woman with her “pipe of rest,” 
and the other the lady of the gay life. 

If we are confused about such things 
in this day, our forefathers were not. 
They lived for the most part in the coun- 
tryside, with the city a place to go only 
at long intervals. As the Frenchman 
said, “Better live at Nantes and have 
Paris to go to than to live at Paris 
and have nowhere to go to!” 

I have just returned from the funeral 
of a country-bred cousin. She was 87 
years old. Not a gray hair in her head 
and a face as smooth as a debutante. 
She was a Quaker widow. I said to her 
son as we stood by the casket, “Behold 
the result of a long line of simple living, 
godly ancestors! The record is written 
all over your mother’s face.” 


Sowing and Reaping.—Whatsoever a 
man soweth, that shall he also reap (Gal. 
6:7). I heard Mr. Moody tell of an in- 
cident in his evangelistic experience. He 
was preaching in a Southern city about 
the value of the Word of God in a per- 
son’s life. Suddenly he was interrupted 
by the loud voice of a man in the audi- 
ence. 

“Moody, I don’t believe a single word 
in that collection of old wives’ tales you 
call your Bible!” 

“My dear brother,” replied Moody, 
“there is one verse in this Bible you 
are forced to believe. ‘Whatsoever a 
man soweth, that shall he also reap.’ If 
a man soweth wheat he does not reap 
potatoes. or peanuts. 
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“Take the saloon keeper, for example. 
He soweth drunkards and he will reap 
drunkards.” The man sat down as the 
audience broke into loud applause. 

Mr. Moody, of course, did not know 
the man, but the audience did. He was 
a notorious, long-time, atheist saloon 
keeper, and all his children, both sons 
and daughters, were drunkards, so Mr. 
Moody was told. 


As you husk your corn this fall and 
get perhaps two fine big ears from that 
one little kernel you planted, let it re- 
mind you that when you drop a seed of 
kindness it is likely to came back in two 
ears, and vice versa, — seeds of unkind- 
ness will come back in precisely the 
same abundance. 


COATESVILLE, Pa. 
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From the Plattorm 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee for the abundant warnings 
that thy Word gives us against the sin and 
mistakes of our daily lives. Help us, we pray 
thee, to see clearly, in advance, the conse- 
quences of evil-doing. Help us to see not 
only the consequences but the loss that there 
is in the very doing of the evil thing, ’what- 
ever that evil may be. May we have eyes 
of the Spirit that look ahead beyond the 
immediate desire, and to take in the ines- 
timable gain of the right path. May we,give 
the right names to the good things and? the 
evil things, not letting confusion of spirit 
so ensnare us that we shall not know good 
from evil. Keep our reasoning clear, we pray 
thee. May we take the scale of thy Word 
upon which to weigh consequences, and may 
we have no question about the accuracy of 
those scales in decisions that we make from 
day to day. We ask this in the name of our 
Lord Jesus. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—One of the verses 
of our lesson is especially wonderful in 
its direct application to the life that we 
live. It is that 20th verse of the 5th 
chapter of Isaiah. May we repeat it or 
read it together. “Woe unto them that 
call evil good, and good evil; that put 
darkness for light, and light for dark- 
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ness; that put bitter for sweet, and sweet 
for bitter!” Doesn’t that verse make ug 
stop and think, and wonder whether wé 
ever shift things about in ways pointed 
out in that verse? Isn’t it a sorry thing 
for us to think of any evil practice ag 
though it were good? What foolish rea- 
soners we are when wé know that a 
thing is of an evil sort, and yet through 
some foolish argument of our minds we 
figure that, after all, the evil may not 
be so very bad, and that we will go 
ahead with it anyway! When we have 
the light, do we say that darkness is 
well enough? When a taste of life is 
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bitter, do we say that this is better than 
if the taste was sweet? How very stupid 
we are when we turn aside from what 
God is teaching us! It is not any won- 
der that this verse begins with such a 
gloomy word. We do not mean to place 
woe in the place of gladness, but that is 
exactly what we do when we call evil 
good, and good evil, and so on through 
the verse. And what will you do about 
all this in the coming week? These are 
great days in which to live, and it is 
tremendously important to be right, and 
to do right. Let us not get the great 
things of life turned into woe, and dis- 
comfort, and disappointment. We can 
know the right way. Shall we follow 
it? Let us pray. ; 


PHILADELPHIA. 


CHRISTIAN YoutH is the Times weekly 
paper for young people. 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories" 
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Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

» Beginning: A Life Program. 
Discussion: Name some of the factors 

in a fellow’s life which he can control: 

then some of the factors over which he 

has no control. When should a fellow 

ask God for wisdom in deciding? 
Objective: Psalm 37:5. 
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AY, fellows, every fellow should have 
a program, even for limited projects; 
but surely he should have one for his 
life. Any achievement is made fuller 
and more nearly perfect by wise plan- 
ning beforehand. No man would build 
a house without first drawing plans, or 
have an architect to do it. Building a 
life is infinitely more important than 
building a house—and that’s what you 
are doing, whether you realize it or not. 
You are building a life, the only life 
you will have. Some men build many 
houses, but each fellow has just one life. 
Don’t you think it is of supreme impor- 
tance that you lay the plans for that 
life with the utmost care? 
Here is where God is very gracious. 
He has created us and given us capacity 


. for great things, while at the same time 


we have an arch enemy in Satan who 
is making it his business every minute 
to attempt to make a wreck of us, to 
frustrate God's design for us. But God 
has given us the Bible, his own word of 
counsel and planning. He wants you 
and me to make our life program by 
that Word. A part of Satan’s strategy is 
to tempt us to neglect the Bible and sim- 
ply to drift along, letting circumstances 
and conditions determine our course as 
they come; to “pursue the line of least 
resistance.” That is attractive because it 
is easy; it requires no effort. 

Our lesson from Proverbs today tells 
us that “the fear of the Lord is the be- 
ginning of knowledge” (1:7). Proverbs 
9:10 says also, “The fear of the Lord is 
the beginning of wisdom.” . The Revised 
Version adds to that statement. that 
“knowledge of the Holy One is under- 
standing.” Understanding is just another 
word for wisdom. If ever a fellow needs 
to be wise. it is in making plans for his 
life. If a fellow fears God he gets the 
groundwork of that wisdom by which 
he can wisely plan. This is not cringing 
fear, but it is a sense of awe which 
makes one listen carefully when God 
speaks, as he does by his Spirit and in 
his Holy Word. 

The’ Bible very clearly teaches (in 
other places besides in this lesson) that 
we should honor our parents by obe- 
dience and deference to their wishes. 
“My son, hear the instruction of thy 
father, and forsake not the law of 
thy mother.” When a fellow fears 
God, one of the first manifestations 
of the wisdom derived thereby will 
be consideration for his parents. Show 
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me the fellow who has rejected the rea- 
sonable demands of his parents and I 
will show. you one who has thrown a 
monkey wrench into the machinery of 
his life. 

God’s counsel to us in his Word to- 
day also is, “My son, if sinners entice 
thee, consent thou not.” Satan uses a 
fellow’s companions sometimes to lead 
him away from the path of duty and into 
the path of sin. There is always a de- 
ciding point before the actual sin is 
committed. No one goes into sin 
blindly. There is no period so short be- 
tween a temptation and the actual sin, 
but what time is given for decision. A 
fellow tries to excuse himself by saying 
he was rushed into the deed before he 
knew it; that he had no time to decide. 
That is not true. When we sin, it is 
more or less deliberately. We sin be- 
cause we want to, and we definitely de- 
cide to do that thing before it is actu- 
ally done. 

In planning our lifé program, let us 
by all means include the rule to talk 
to God about each decision before we 
make it. “Lord, should I do this thing?” 
Maybe we already know that we should 
not. Then, “Lord, give me the power to 
resist. the temptation!” Seldom can we 
plan our whole life, in detail; but we 
can lay down some fundamental prin- 
ciples, and step by step the Holy Spirit 
will unerringly guide us, if we are 
yielded and trust him. 

Monmovt#, ILL. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low — 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Today’s lesson is from Solomon’s writ- 
ings, so we shall focus the lesson around 
him, giving the children some idea of 
who he was and what he did, and why 
his words are worth listening to. It 
helps to have a cut-out of Solomon, which 
some of you made last year when we 
studied the kings. 











HIS week we have another man to 

think about. We had a good time 
with Job, and I know you will enjoy 
Solomon, too. You have heard of him 
before. He was the son of David, the 
great king of Israel. The Bible tells us 
he was the wisest man who ever lived up 
to his time, and that none like him 
should ever live. (1 Kings 3:12.) This 
wisdom was the gift of God. Solomon 
asked for wisdom when God told him to 
ask what he would have of God. Be- 
cause Solomon asked wisdom, God was 
pleased and gave him not only wisdom, 
but also riches and honor, so that no 
king should ever be greater. 

He built the great Temple in Jeru- 
salem for the people to worship the 
Lord God there, as God had commanded 
him. He built a palace for himself, and 
even today men are digging out things 
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Solomon built in and around Jerusalem. 
So you see, he was a great man. 

Now, let us see what some of the 
things are that Solomon wrote for us 
to read. We ought to listen to the man 
who was the wisest one in the world. 
The first thing I see is, “My son, hear 
the instruction of thy father, and forsake 
not the law of thy mother.” That just 
means, “Listen to the teachings of your 
father and believe them, and do as your 
mother tells you.” In good plain Eng- 
lish, “Obey your father and mother.” 
Would you believe that this great man 
would tell us. that? Some of you chil- 
dren do not like to do what your mother 
and daddy tell you. I know, because I 
see children everywhere I go doing what 
their parents told them not to do. 

I wonder why Solomon said these 
words. Your father and mother have 
lived much longer than you have, and 
they know many things that will hurt 
you, and so they tell you not to do 
these things, but you want to, and so 
you do. I have a neighbor who was 
just that kind of boy. His mother told 
him not to shoot an air rifle that he and 
a pal had, but they went right ahead 
as if their mothers had not said a thing, 
and one day he came running into the 
house screaming, —he had a shot in his 
eyeball. He had to go to a doctor and 
suffer awfully, and has been blind in 
that eye ever since. Now he is a young 
man and is needing that eye very much, 
but it is blind,—all because he did 
not obey his mother. 

Fathers 4nd mothers tell boys and 
girls how it will hurt them to drink wine 
and use tobacco, but they go right ahead 
and drink and smoke and run around to 
wicked places, and oh, what a lot of 
trouble they have! Right now a young 
man is in our jail because he was driv- 
ing when he was drunk, and killed a 
man, and now he will have to go to 
prison, and all his life is ruined, and his 
mother and father are heartbroken — 
and so is the boy now. 

If you children will just listen to 
Solomon now, and do what your father 
and mother tell you, and mind them when 
they tell you not to do things, you will 
be wise, and you'll save yourself and 
everybody else much trouble. 

When I was a little girl, somebody 
taught me a short verse that changed my 
way of thinking. This is the verse, 
“Thou God seest me.” I had done things 
I knew my mother would punish me for, 
if she knew, but I was careful that she 
did not know, but this verse made me 
know that God always saw me, even 
when no one else did. When I began 
to do something wrong, all at once I 
felt that God was looking right at me. 
Maybe that will help you, too. God 
DOES SEE YOU. 

Our Memory Verse is on this subject 
of obedience: “Honour thy father and 
thy mother.” If you honor them, you 
will obey them. 

Mopesto, CAauir. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 567) 

1. Reverence for God, and respect for his 
holy will. 

2. To the authority of considerate parents 
who seek their children’s welfare. 

3. It hardens the conscience and destroys 
a true sense of moral values. 

4. The reins are thrown upon vicious ap- 
petites and one sinks deeper into sin. 

5. Because he who disobeys his parents 
in childhood and youth will refuse alle- 
giance to God when older. 

6. Intemperance and idolatry. 

7. Because it is always foolish to start 
what you may not be able to stop. 

8. Yes, if they turn to God in repentance 
and receive Christ as their only Saviour. 

9. All such are to be cast into the lake 
of fire. (See Rev. 21:8.) 


10. They generally drink until they be- 
come habit-bound. 
we 


My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Goal.—To help the girls build a solid 
Christian foundation upon which future 
choices may be based. 


Activity.—Using the lesson texts as 
guides, the girls may outline and discuss 
those choices which should be avoided 
and those which are profitable. 

“Campaign Speeches,” the dialogue be- 
low, may be elaborated upon and used 
as an assembly exercise. 


Memory Verse.—‘Finally, brethren, 
whatsoever things are true, whatsoever 
things are honest, whatsoever things are 
just, whatsoever things are pure, what- 
soever things are lovely, whatsoever 
things are of good report; if there be any 
virtue, and if there be any praise, think 
on these things” (Phil. 4:8). 











IG choices are of infinite importance, 
just as imminent are the little 
choices that determine each day’s prog- 
ress, for it is upon the accumulation of 
these that one’s life is built. 
Let us study our lesson: “What Choices 
Lead To,” by means of a little dialogue. 


CAMPAIGN SPEECHES 

(The following may be used either in 
the class or before the whole school, if 
convenient. ‘The characters, identified 
by emblems and wearing their names, 
are seated. After each “campaign 
speech” the “candidate” may retire. 
Bible verse responses might be given 
effectively by a group of pupils, or by 
individual pupils who have been pre- 
pared for these parts.) 

Chairman.—Fellow citizens, our world 
today is divided into two major parties: 
Godliness, with its platform of Christlike 
living, and Ungodliness, with its plat- 
form of bad conduct. The candidates 
who first will speak are affiliated with 
the Party of Ungodliness, and are seek- 
ing positions of power in the govern- 
ment of our lives. Listen closely to 
their promises, for sooner or later each 
one of us may have to choose or reject 
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them as our governing officials. The 
first speaker to present his case will 
be Strong Drink. 

Strong Drink.—Let me get a foothold 
in the government of your private lives 
and I shall make changed individuals of 
you and all whom you might influence. 
With cynical delight I lead fathers and 
mothers into battles and divorce, leaving 
broken homes and little children hurt 
and bewildered because their security is 
destroyed. -I am responsible for hideous 
crime and cruel accidents. I stupify the 
senses, wreck the nerves, and shatter 
self-respect. Drink me and be merry. 
Tomorrow you die. 

Speaking Chorus, or individual re- 
sponse.—(Isa. 5:11, 22.) (Exit Strong 
Drink.) 

Chairman.—We shall next listen to 
favorite arguments of Tobacco. 

Tobacco.—If you wan‘ a “lift,” if your 
throat “irritates,” if yeu are lonely for 
gay society, try Tobacco. What I do for 
others, I can do for you. I provide a 
habit that is hard to give up; I poison the 
body; I coarsen the loveliness of women; 
I ruin the physical well-being of the 
unborn; I lower standards of righteous+ 
ness. Get wise, be carefree, and smoke. 

Response,— (Isa. 5: 18-20.) 

Chairman.—Bad Company now will 
speak. 

Bad Company.—Follow me and let me 
control your thoughts and your actions. 
I laugh at the instruction of your fathers, 
and forsake the law of your mothers. I 
lead you away from righteous ideals. «I 
make you think I am your friend, but 
when you become destitute and ruined 
by sin, I leave you to suffer alone. Bad 
Company deludes you. Come, follow my 
lead. 

Response.— (Prov. 1:8-10.) 

Chairman.—Next I shall 
Lovers of the Flesh. 

Lovers of the Flesh.—Let me have 
right of way in your bodies. I exalt 
physical appetites above the needs of 
mind and heart, I center your attention 
upon earthly appeals instead of the 
things of the Spirit. I give momentary 
satisfaction, but bring enduring heart- 
ache and remorse. Live for today only, 
and I will dull your desire for “life ever- 
lasting.” 

Response.— (Gal. 6:7-9.) 

Chairman.—Our next candidate is 
Dangerous Influence, 

Dangerous Influence—If you will let 
me and my fellow associates govern 
your life, I promise to make you a mene 
ace to society. You will have powéf 
over your comrades to lead them away 
from home counsel, Christian standards, 
and all that is.good. Follow us and you 
will “take away the righteousness of 
the righteous from him.” Follow us and 
you will become a Dangerous Influence, 

Response.— (Isa. 5: 21-23.) 

Chairman.—The final candidate for the 
Party of Ungodliness, and the most in- 
sidious, is Disregard for the Lord. 

Disregard for the Lord.—Not only do I 
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disregard the Creator of the Universe, 
the Redeemer of mankind, I disregard 
the eternal worth of individuals, I en- 
courage vanity and sham. I turn the 
hearts of nations away from God, and 
cause people to grow ihcreasingly weary 
of him. Give me your best years, and 
in the end I will leave your life empty 
and eternally hopeless. Indulge Disre- 
gard for the Lord. 

Response.— (Isa. 5:12; Prov. 1:7.) Be- 
gone! We would have none of you! 
Strong Drink, Tobacco, Bad Company, 
Lovers of the Flesh, Dangerous Influ- 
ence, and Disregard for the Lord — these 
can bring nothing but woe and everlast- 
ing unhappiness. “The fear of the Lord 
is the beginning of knowledge.” 

Chairman.—Hear three leading candi- 
dates from the Party of Godliness. who 
bid for immediate and daily choice: 
THINK, DO, and GLORIFY. 

(These three stand side by side to 
speak.) 

Think. — Whatsoever is worthy— 
THINK: (As this is spoken, the speaker 
may display a large poster with the 
words.) 

Response.— (Phil. 4:8.) 

Do.—Whatsoever is kind—DO. (Dis- 
play poster.) 

Response.— (Matt. 7:12.) 

Glorify—Whatsoever ye do—GLO- 
RIFY GOD. (Display poster.) 

Response.—(1 Cor. 10:31.) 

All.—“Godliness is profitable unto all 
things, having promise of the life that 
now is, and of that which is to come” 
(1 Tim. 4:8). “As for me and my house, 
we will serve [choose] the Lord” (Josh. 
24: 15c). 

Such choices should lead to the out- 
ward expression of Christ-centered lives. 
For several weeks we shall analyze vari- 
ous outlets for such expression. Study 
Psalm 92:12, 
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Old Ann Stories 
IV. The Crying Frog 
By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


T WAS an evening in late April. A 

silver bar lay across the west, where 
the sun had gone to sleep, and above 
it was the newest of new moons, a thin, 
curled shaving of silver sinking in the 
west. 

Old Ann and I were sitting together 
on the doorstep listening to the frog- 
notes. There were a lot of them, and 
to me they seemed then as they seem 
now, to be as beautiful as most of our 
bird songs. From over by the ice pond 
came a lovely, crooning sound, dreamy 
and sweet. 

“They be toads,” Old Ann told me. 
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“Warty toads?” I asked. “They can’t 
sing.” 

“Once a year they can,” said Ann. 
“Once a year all the toads go down 
to the water an’ do their courtin’. What 
you hear now is the young boy-toads 
singin’ love songs to the gal-toads.” 

From farther off, clear over by Rat- 
tlesnake Swamp, came a sound like 
chimes of tiny, jangled, silver bells. 

“They be the peepers,” said Ann. “They 
sing like that in the spring, but when 
you go to look for them they ain’t there. 
Most nobody ever sees a peeper. They'll 
be singing loud right under your feet, 
but you can’t see ’em, an’ when you 
move they all stop. They be little bits 
o’ frogs not more’n an inch long, the 
hidin’est things you ever see. In the 
fall they take to the trees.” 

Over by the millpond sounded a rat- 
tling chorus and a snoring sound, all 
of them accompanied by heavy drum- 
beats that sounded like “jug-o’-rum, jug- 
o’-rum.” 

“Those rattlers be cricket frogs,” said 
Ann. “They be most as small as the 
peepers, which some folks call hylas. 
The snorers be the leopard frogs. You’ve 
seen ’em down by the brook, yellow 
with black spots an’ great jumpers. Then 
the loud jug-o’-rum singers be bullfrogs. 
Some of ’em grow monstrous big. When 
I were a little gal an’ lived over in the 
Quarter they was one down in a pond 
there which grew nigh as big as a cat, 
a most monstropholous big ol’ frog.” 

“Do all frogs sing?” I asked. 

“Yep,” said Old Ann. “They all sing 
or croak or make some kind o’ noise. 
There’s one sound though that a bull- 
frog makes that most people ain’t never 
heard. I never heard it myself but once. 
That were when my Pa caught the big 
ol’ bullfrog in our millpond. He got 
a long pole an’ put a piece o’ red 
flannel on a hook, an’ swung it away 
out into the rushes where the ol’ fellow 
were a-sittin’. 

“When it came near his nose he 
jumped an’ bit it an’ got caught on 
the hook, an’ Pa he swung him in on 
the bank an’ were goin’ to kill him for 
his hind legs, which make very fine 
eatin’ — better’n chicken. When he lifted 
the frog up an’ the old fellow saw 
that he couldn’t get away, he crossed 
his front paws, like little hands, an’ 
opened his big mouth, an’ cried an’ cried 
an’ cried just like a baby. 

“‘Oh, Pa, Pa, let him go, let him 
go,’ I begged, for I were standin’ there 
watchin’ him. 

“Pa gave me a funny look an’ he took 
the hook out o’ the big bullfrog’s mouth 
very gentle-like an’ he gave him a 
heave back in the pond. 

“Your cryin’ saved your life all right, 
ol’ fellow,’ he says, an’ he never tried 
to catch him again. 

“That night he told me a story "bout 
a frog, with a snap on the end of it 
which it might do a little boy I know 
good to hear.” 
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“I’m listening,” I told her. 

“Pa were off on a fishin’ trip up in 
the North Woods an’ he come to a lum- 
bermen’s camp where some cruel fellow 
had left a fishin’ pole leaning against 
the camp with a bullfrog on the hook. 
When Pa come up he saw the old frog 
take hold o’ the hook with both o’ his 
little paws an’ pull himself way up an’ 
shake his head an’ try to get loose, but 
he couldn’t. Then he sunk back an’ 
rested. Then he tried again, an’ he 
couldn’t get loose. Then he rested 
some more. Then he tried a third time, 
an’ pulled an’ pulled an’ shook an’ wig- 
gled, but the cruel hook still stuck fast. 
Then he let himself down an’ opened 
his mouth wide an’ begun to cry just 
like the big frog we heard. 

“Pa said he never knew before that 
a frog could cry, an’ he hurried up an’ 
took hold o’ the line an’ pulled out the 
hook very gentle-like an’ took the frog 
down to the nearest brook an’ watched 
him jump in. 

“Then he says to me, ‘Daughter, you 
*member what that frog did—always 
try afore you cry.’ 

“I know a little boy,” went on Old 
Ann, looking at me severely, “I think. 
his name be Sammy, an’ I hear him 
cryin’ around the house quite frequent. 
If he’d do more tryin’, an’ less cryin’, 
he’d get along better.” 

HAVERFORD, Pa, 

we 


A Perilous Trek through 
Belgium and France 
(Continued from page 560) 


reach Lyons that same day because of 
another of the Lord’s provisions. 

On Sunday afternoon we finally ar- 
rived at our destination, a rest home 
called “La Sympathie,” founded and 
maneged by a dear brother in Christ, 
M. H. Contesse. We were received most 
heartily by him and given rooms, and 
we have recovered our strength to con- 
tinue the struggle. Under ordinary cir- 
cumstances my wife could never have 
stood the difficulties and the emotion of 
a journey like the one we made. The 
only answer I have is that the Lord was 
indeed a very present help in our time 
of trouble. 

And now? My task is to keep in touch 
with our friends in foreign lands, and 
especially with those in America. I 
want also to contact those of our work- 
ers whom the hazards of war have 
compelled to seek refuge here. It may 
be also that the Lord will lead me 
toward my own countrymen in France 
for definite Gospel work. For the mo- 
ment I am seconding Monsieur Contesse, 
who two months ago was severely tested 
through the death of his beloved wife, 
the most able editor of La Bonne Revue, 
the only Christian magazine in French 
which is true to the evangelical position. 
What of the Beigian Gospel Mission? 
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We can only hope that the enemy will 
not hinder the work in our halls which 
have been left standing. The need of 
the workers in Belgium must be very 
great. We must pray that ways and 
means may be found to come to their 
aid. The workers who are in France 
will also no doubt be in needy circum- 
stances. It will take me some time to 
find out their whereabouts. 

The Lord is not going to let his work 
be destroyed. I believe our country will 
be free again, and that the day will 
come when our open-air work can be 
resumed. 

Waiting for that time, I have made 
mine the prayer of Habakkuk 3:17-19: 
“Although the fig tree shall not blos- 
som, neither shall fruit be in the vines; 
the labour of the olive shall fail, and 
the fields shall yield no meat; the flock 
shall be cut off from the fold, and there 
shall be no herd in the stalls: yet I will 
rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the 
God of my salvation. The Lord God 
is my strength, and he will make my 
feet like hinds’ feet, and he will make 
me to walk upon mine high places.” 

Beloved friends, remember Belgium, 
Mr. Winston, and the workers who have 
remained with him. 





1 When Dr. Vansteenberghe wrote this arti- 
cle he did not of course know of the message 
received by the Trustees on June 22, and 
quoted in the Times last week, in which Mr. 
Winston said that forty-five workers includ- 
ing all Americans were well, that most of 
the properties were intact, and that the work 
is continuing. 


DiGcNne, FRANCE. 
4 


A Califomia Christian College. 


ESTMONT COLLEGE, in the heart 

of Los Angeles, is the West Coast’s 
answer to the growing need for a Chris- 
tian college to augment the Bible Insti- 
tute of Los Angeles by a scholarly, con- 
servative program of higher learning for 
students of all denominations. 

Dr. Wallace L. Emerson, for eight 
years Dean of Men at Wheaton College, 
was called to the presidency of West- 
mont this spring, when an enlarged pro- 
gram was undertaken. Born in the 
prayer lives of California spiritual 
leaders, the collegiate venture to which 
Dr. Emerson was called has been pressed 
for growth by the Spirit of God and 
by the need of young people. Already 
plans have been made to shift from the 
present ten-acre campus with its four 
buildings in the center of Los. Angeles 
to larger, more attractive quarters near 
the edge of the city proper, though the 
first year’s work under the name of 
Westmont College will be conducted on 
the grounds now occupied. 

With a faculty of thirty-five, chosen 
for both scholarship and Christian zeal, 
Westmont College will offer to Pacific 
Coast young people adequate facilities 
for from 200 to 250 students. The college 
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is interdenominational and evangelical, 
and is committed to the viewpoint that 
genuine scholarship is not only compat- 
ible with, but necessary to, an intelli- 
gent Christian world-view. 

Expansion and reorganization of the 
original work this year presaged an en- 
larged work for Christ. A new board 
of Trustees applied for the new charter 
under the name of Westmont College. 
Dr. Emerson was called to the presi- 
dency, and plans were formulated for 
a four-year liberal arts college. The 
new board includes Dr. W. W. Cather- 
wood, William R. Litzenberg, Mrs. Alex- 
ander H. Kerr, Dr. John Bunyan Smith, 
O..W. Lillie, Miss Mabel M. Cutler, the 
Rev. Mr. Milligan, James E. Herron, and 
Dr. Emerson. 

Besides the usual courses and depart- 
ments, the college offers strong work 
in Bible, music, philosophy, modern lan- 
guages, physics, chemistry, history and 
social science, Christian education, and 
physical education. Courses will be 
adequately supported by laboratory and 
library facilities. Southern California 
is ideal for science study because of 
its proximity to the ocean, mountains, 
and deserts, and because of the favor- 
able all-year climate. A unique West- 
mont feature will be class instruction 
in voice, piano, string or band instru- 
ments, without additional charge; pri- 
vate lessons will be offered at reason- 
able rates. 


On the Discerning of Spirits 
(Continued from second page) 


works in us also, to will and to do of his 
good pleasure. 

Our blessed Lord is spoken of as “the 
image of the invisible God” (Col. 1:15). 
The Greek word for “image” is “eikon,” 
which means portrait. So our Lord is 
the exemplification of God. When he was 
here, “in the days of his flesh,” the way 
in which he went about drew people’s 
attention to an ancient prophecy found 
in Isaiah 42. It was seen that he was 
the fulfillment of it. He translated the 
prophetic ideal into a living actuality. 
As the prophet said: “Behold, my serv- 
ant whom I have chosen; my beloved in 
whom my soul is well pleased: I will 
put my Spirit upon him, and he shall 
declare judgment to the Gentiles. He 
shall not strive, nor cry aloud; neither 
shall any one hear his voice in the 
streets. A bruised reed shall he not 
break, and smoking flax shail he not 
quench, till he send forth judgment unto 
victory, and in his name shall the Gen- 
tiles hope” (Matt. 12:18-20, R. V.). 

Thus was the holy and surrendered 
and anointed humanity of our Lord the 
portrait of the Spirit, the image of the 
invisible God. And by these marks the 
Spirit still works by those whom he 
uses to be the extension of that blessed 





573 





KILLS ANTS 
‘cide FOR 10c Jia, 


JONES ANT KILLER — A sure way to RID 
ee ee eve 

or sale at all stores. 
JONES PRODUCTS CO., Milwaskee, Wis. 














Zay ove CHRISTMAS 
re \ ss 


‘our pocketbook with bulging Christmas Card prof- 
all ‘ a that revere the ors ts 
a mas y se our ar 
\ FH - ith custom ers nam 
All fagt selling boxes * flee ool 3 
§ Series, Everyday. Gilt 
hine Plaques. Liberal Cas 
us in addition to big cash earnings. 
$1 Box sent on approval at once. 
ush request '° 


Nes Anaoies, Cal. 


CARDS 












GMO/ELL Chrintmas 


Take orders for America’s finest 21-folder $x 

Yoursel#,! Christmas Gasortments. Ge on sight. Also un- 

excelled Religious, cards, Bir. hday, Every Day, 

Etching, and Gift Wager sosesemants. Sam 
es On approva rite at once, 


Dept. 622 Clinton, Mass. 









Robinson Car 





SEND and SELL Greeting Cards with TRUE 


CHRISTA. 
ie oferta nha weg a 
panes aes a 


SHEPHERD'S TOWN CARD CO., Shepherdstown, Pa., Box 37 











AN IMPERATIVE NEED 
SUCCESSFULLY MET 


The lack and the definite’need of scholarly, wu 
to-date, ular treatises on the essentials of t 
Christian Faith prompted the American ‘Tract 

jety to announce a Prize Contest with 
$1,750 » prizes. ‘The response was very satisfac- 

. From the 116 manuscripts submitted, 13 
were selected for publication. four are 
here mentioned. 


THE THREE PRIZE VOLUMES 


THE GLORY OF THE MANGER 
By Rev. Samuel M. Zwemer, D.D. 


CHRISTIAN FAITH AND THE 
SPIRIT OF THE AGE 
By Rev.jClarencefE. Macartney, D.D. 


THE HOLY SPIRIT 
By Prof. Wick Broomall, Th.M. 


DR. IRONSIDE’S NEW BOOK 


Readers of the “Times” will want Tue Way 
or Pzacs by Dr. Ironside. This exceptionally 
timely book is sure to awaken widespread inter- 
est and will challenge the attention of peace-loving 
people by its convincing logic and its cheering 
and reasonable optimism. 


Pricef$1.50 each postpaid 


Annuities Paying Up te 8 Per Cent. 

The Society issues high-grade annuity agree- 
ments ty) pal up to 8 percent. Annuities prom ly 
and fi paid. Annuity funds segregated fr 
other investments, A sure and generous incomse 
for life. The Society’s annuitants are loyal and 
stalwart friends. 


Check information desired S.S.T. 
O Annuitizs 0) Booxs 

MONG i so So orb a ee wb 0 are dine es 

yp | Pees ee ee ee ee 

Men tia 6 6.0 0 o's 08 6 State..... 
AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY 

21 West 46th Street New York, N. Y. 























574 





The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











August 4. God Is at the Organ. Psa. 19:1-6; 
Rom. 1:18-21. (Out-of-doors meeting.) 





Sunday, July 28 


Recreation That Enriches 
(Luke 10:38-42) 





Mon.—A religious recreation (2 Sam. 6: 
Gein’ Slaist state in Zion (Zech. 8: 
Snti< don canaty exercise (Matt. 14:1-11). 
Thurs.—An unhappy situation (Luke 7:30- 
Fri—Diseretion admonished (Rom. 14:16- 
Set-—Do ail in His name (Col. 3:16, 17). 











NE of the essentials of a good swim- 

ming stroke is that it shall provide 
for a rest period. No matter how effi- 
cient may be the pull with the arms or 
the kick with the legs, unless there is 
a regular time, however brief it may be, 
when the arms and legs can rest, the 
swimmer soon becomes exhausted. 

Even in the inorganic realm we see 
this same principle. Experts tell us that 
a piece of steel, if subjected to shock 
for a sufficiently long period, will be- 
come “tired” and will exhibit this tired- 
ness by failure in one way or another. 

Man, with his threefold nature,— 
spiritual, mental, and physi¢tal, — needs 
to pause or rest, if he would maintain 
efficiency. Recreation, in its fullest and 
best sense, must provide that which re- 
creates and refreshes and restores. When 
recreation fails to do this it belies its 
name and becomes “wretkfreation.” On 
the other hand, recreation does not nec- 
essarily imply inactivity. Activity of a 
different kind than that to which we are 
ordinarily accustomed, may afford real 
recreation. 

4 

The importance of physical recreation 
needs little emphasis for most of us, be- 
cause it is kept actively before us wher- 
ever we turn. Baseball, tennis, swim- 
ming, golf, hiking, sailing, and the like, 
all have their recreational value. But 
perhaps most of us need a word of 
eaution against carrying even wholesome 
physical recreation to excess. Any rec- 
reation, indulged in so violently in youth 
that middle age is left with penalties to 
pay, fails to be true recreation. Like- 
wise, activities so great, during a vaca- 
tion period, that we are left weary and 
unfit to resume our normal activities, fail 
to refresh us or re-create us. Those of 
us who have sedentary occupations need 
especially to remember that vacations 
involving strenuous exercise, for which 
ho adequate or previous preparation has 
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been made, may prove harmful rather 
than helpful. 
4 


Physical recreation while rebuilding 
the body very often has also a salutary 
effect upon the mind. But.we shall miss 
a real opportunity in these summer 
months if we do not plan definite mental 
recreation. 

We need not be greatly concerned about 
overtaxing our mental faculties. A well- 
known psychologist said recently that 
there is no known case of a person ever 
having overtaxed his brain. Actually 
we use only a very small percentage of 
the brain cells available for thinking 
or study. Nevertheless mental recrea- 
tion will often prove most valuable when 
it follows a line different from our usual 
routine of thinking. 

The summer months often provide an 
excellent opportunity for nature study, 
for enriching one’s repertoire of musical 
knowledge, and the like. Doubtless 
there will be more time for wholesome 
reading. One young man, who is looking 
forward to an engineering course when 
he reaches college, has chosen to take a 
summer school course in mathematics in 
his local town, feeling that it will help 
to keep his mind active and perhaps 
give him a surer foundation for college. 

ve 

But valuable as the physical and men- 
tal recreation is, God’s Word reminds us 
that our spiritual nature also needs stim- 
ulus and refreshment, and that this is 
most important of all. Paul, in writing 
to Timothy said to him, “Bodily exer- 
cise profiteth for a little [time]: but 
godliness is profitable unto all things, 
having promise of the life that now is, 
and of that which is to come” (1 Tim. 
4:8). Hence the recreation that enriches 
the spiritual life contributes not only to 
our well-being here and now, but also to 
eternity. We are foolish indeed if we 
neglect it. 

To many of us, the summer months 
bring opportunity for Bible study, Chris- 
tian training and Christian service that 
the other months of the year do not offer. 
These may indeed be rich sources of true 
spiritual recreation. Young people’s con- 
ferences, where Christ is magnified and 
where the Bible is the textbook, often 
prove of untold value in re-creating spir- 
itual resources. Conferences also give 
an opportunity for fellowship, first of all 
with the Lord. Jesus himself, and then 
with other earnest Christians. A list of 
the sound summer conferences may be 
had for postage by addressing The Sun- 
day School Times Company, 325 N. 13th 
Street, Philadelphia. 

If you do not have opportunity to 
attend a summer conference, there are 
many excellent textbooks that will pro- 
vide rich hours of study at home. Some 
of these are: “Outline Bible Studies,” 


_by Henry W. Frost (China Inland Mis- 


sion, 237 W. School Lane, Germantown, 
Philadelphia, $1) ; “Major Bible Themes,” 
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by Lewis Sperry Chafer (Bible Insti- 
tute Colportage Association, 843 N. Wells 
St., Chicago, $1.25); “Scofield Bible Study 
Leaflets” (Philadelphia School of the 
Bible, 1721 Spring Garden St., Phila- 
delphia, $1); “Your Study Bible,” by 
J. W. Weddell (Harper and Bros., 49 E. 
33rd St., New York City, $1.50). 

But spiritual growth does not neces- 
sarily consist in being taught. The sum- 
mer sometimes affords opportunity for 
service, and this may be equally valu- 
able for Christian growth. Does your 
church or Sunday school hold a Daily 
Vacation Bible School? If so, here may 
be an opportunity to put to use that 
which you have been learning from 
God’s Word. Talk to your pastor or 
Sunday school superintendent about the 
possibility of helping in such a school. 

Many young people’s societies use the 
summer months for outdoor Gospel 
meetings, and thus reach many young 
people who would not accept an invita- 
tion to come to the church building. Is 
there not an opportunity here for real 
growth, as you let God use you to win 
others for him? 

ve 


And let us not forget that we shall 
need God’s definite guidance in plan- 
ning our recreation. It is possible for 
wholesome, worth-while physical or 
mental recreation to weary us, or so 
crowd us, that there will not be time for 
spiritual refreshment. We need that 
self-control that comes only by being 
filled with the Spirit, if we would main- 
tain a proper balance in our recreation, 
and if we would get out of it all that 
God would have us receive during the 
Summer months. Let us ask him defi- 
nitely to guide as to the kind of recreation 
to take and to control as to the amount. 
Then we may be sure of returning to 
our routine activities truly built up and 
strengthened and renewed. 


PHILADELPHIA, 





| With the New Books 


Gary—the World’s First Christian 
Story Strip. By Phil Saint. (From the 
author, Wheaton College, Wheaton, IIL, 
20 cents a copy, 6 copies for $1, post- 
paid.) Pictures are irresistible. Children 
are not the only ones who read the comic 
strips in the newspapers, for many 
grown-ups read them regularly. Phil 
Saint, son of the well-known artist and 
creator of stained glass windows, Law- 
rence Saint, here presents a series of 
thirteen sets of cleverly drawn pictures 
of college life. Gary Evans, a strong 
Christian and son of a widowed mission- 
ary mother, goes off to college, gives a 
clear testimony, suffers persecution, and 
wins his roommate to Christ. The 
clothes, the faces of Students and pro- 
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Lesson for July 28 


fessors, the room decorations, and even 
Gary’s car, which he calls “Old Smoky,” 
are realistic, and the talk of the stu- 
dents is so true to life that it frequently 
brings a smile. 

The arguments of unbelieving profes- 
sors are typical of what students hear 
today, and Gary’s thoughtful, Scriptural 
answers are not overdrawn. This book- 
let, of an entirely new type, may do in- 
calculable good, for if it is placed on 
library tables at home or in students’ 
rooms, it will certainly be read. The 
Gospel is clearly set forth as Gary ex- 
plains it to his friend, and the answers 
made to the statements of infidel stu- 
dents and professors would be encourag- 
ing to young people. Here is a booklet 
that is thoroughly interesting, with fre- 
quent touches of humor, but nothing in 
bad taste or in the least irreverent; a 
kind of plot that runs through the story; 
and a truly Christian message much 
needed by young folks in these days. 


Who's Who in America, 
1940-1941 


Edited by Albert Nelson Marquis. 
(A. N. Marquis Co., 919 N. Michigan 
Ave., Chicago, $10.) 


HE twenty-first volume of “Who’s 

Who in America,” giving a tremen- 
dous store of facts about prominent peo- 
ple, has just come from the press. It 
has been issued every two years since 
1899, the first volume containing 840 
pages, and this one 3,016. Here are 
31,752 biographical sketches, including 
nearly 3,000 entirely new ones. 

The sketches are in alphabetical order, 
being printed in three columns on each 
page. There is a geographical index 
which groups by states and post office 
address all sketches in the book, mak- 
ing it easy to find the names for any 
particular section or locality. ‘There is 
also a section giving the pronunciation 
of difficult proper names, a valuable ad- 
dition in these days. A number of noted 
Europeans who have recently taken up 
their residence in the United States are 
included. 

The names included in this great vol- 
ume come from among the leaders in 
government, education, literature, sci- 
ence, exploration, travel, invention, re- 
ligion, and other fields. For instance, 
we do not need to go beyond the pages 
of THe Sunpay ScHoot Times to test 
the value of this work. There is a sketch 
of Dr. Harry Ironside, where we find 
the date and place of his birth, the names 
of his parents, wife and children, his 
education and degrees, titles of a num- 
ber of his books, and the fact that he 
began preaching at the age of fourteen 
years and is now pastor of the Moody 
Memorial Church, and that he lives in 
Chicago. Here also one finds William 


H. Ridgway, Wade C. Smith, and other 
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members of the Truss staff, as well as 
many other Christian leaders whose 
names are well known today. 

This great reference work is invalu- 
able in editorial offices, school, college, 
and public libraries, and would prove a 
welcome addition to the library of any 
pastor, writer, teacher, or man or woman 
in public life. 


vé 


The Danger of Popularity 
(Continued from second page) 


thing when he declared: “God forbid 
that I should glory, save in the cross of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the 
world is crucified unto me, and I unto 
the world” (Gal. 6:14). 

There is indeed a very direct meaning 
and warning in these passages for God’s 
people today, believers in Christ as Sav- 
iour and Lord. It is a strong temptation 
to Christians, and it is very easy for 
Christians, to be entirely too popular 
today with “all men,” or the world about 
them. Those who are wholly faithful to 
Christ in their life and their testimony 
are certain to make some enemies in 
the world, perhaps many enemies. They 
can avoid this enmity, and insure having 
“all men” speak well of them, by being 
consistently unfaithful to their Lord. The 
Christian who is a “good mixer” may 
pay too high a price for his popularity. 
As some one has well said, what the 
Church needs more of is, not good 
mixers, but good separators. 





For Family Worship 


By Emest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Director of 
* The Great Commission Prayer League 
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for Bible Lands Gospel Mission, Beirut, 

Syria. ~ 

Wed.—Galatians 6:1-9. Anticipating Harvest. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “We shall reap.” 

Joy or sorrow will be our portion at 


‘ harvest time. Good or ili must be gath- 


ered at last. Foretastes of sorrow or 
joys to come are met with in this life. 
The law of cause and effect operates. 
“To him that soweth righteousness shall 
be a sure reward” (Prov. 11:18). Pray 
for Peruvian Inland Mission, South 


America, 
| E W Family Bible having. many exclusive and 
worthwhile features. Good profit maker. 


BIBLE System Bible Co., 223 Alameda Rd., Kansas City, Mo. 
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Christian preparatory 
school offering accredited 
four-year training for 
College entrance. Strong 
courses, Orthodox Christian 
teachers. Wholesome social, 
athletic, and extra-curricular 
activities. Academy stu- 
dents enjoy the College 
atmosphere. Address the 
Dean, Box T 740 











Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Surday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


July 22 to 28 

Mon.—Proverbs 1:1-10. Living Prudently. 

Prayer Succestions: “A man of under- 
standing.” The grace of Christ is nec- 
essary for clear thinking. He who is 
perfect in knowledge is our wisdom. He 
desires that we shall’ abound “in all 
wisdom and prudence,” for he has “made 
known unto us the mystery of his will.” 
Understanding, good judgment, and re- 
finement are woefully lacking in many. 
“Walk circumspectly.” Pray for Dutch 
Guiana Mission to Lepers (South Amer- 
ica). 


Tues.—Isaiah 5:8-17. 
The Folly of Ignoring God. 
Prayer Svuacestions: “The Lord of 
hosts shall be exalted:” The cost of 
ignoring God must be met by the sinner. 
God’s exhortations may be ignored, but 
the call to judgment cannot be put off. 
Strokes of wrath are for the disobedi- 
ent and rebellious (Psa. 7:16). Pray 


Motored Monsters 


War front news reads like Book of Reve- 
lation. Read in August issue PROPHECY 
MONTHLY amazing articles about speed 
of modern events. ther gripping topics: 
False God of ‘‘inevitable progress’ ; Mod- 
ernist ‘fesses up on Socialism; Quake 
predictions; Frank Robinson and his “cru- 
cified Gods’’; Will Antichrist be a Jew? 
Is our missionary front to collapse? on't 
think of missing this—or any—issue of this 
organ of the American Prophetic League, 
Inc. $1 year; send this ad with order and 
et FREE, up-to-minute exposition of 
atthew 24-25 by Dr. Keith L. Brooks. 4 
months trial subscription, 25c; 1 copy, 10c. 


PROPHECY MONTHLY 
Box BB, Sta. E. R. Los Angeles, Calif. 











BE A NURSE 


MAKE $25-$35 A WEEK 


Free book tells how! 
Learn 4 napsing ot home in spare 


"hy 


time. 
$400 while ‘ea 
SDR SAD etees 000 poaeed, 

CHICAGO SCHOOL OF NURSING 
Dept. 307 100 E. Ohio St., Chicago, Ill. 

free booklet, “‘Spleadid Opportunities in Nursing,'’ 
and 16 sample lesson pages. ° 


Name, 





One saved 
4ist yr. Men, women, 
its, Write! 
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Overlooking ocean. Booklet. 


* sp0gt. Gultes we fan Bs 

up. Rooms, $18.50 wkly 

OCEAN N. J. ay "Kensr ; $9 wkly. up, Europ. 
C. G. Herman, Owner. All sports. apacity 200, 





4eth ANNIVERSARY 
ADIRONDACK PARK 
Accommodations for 
600 adults, families, young people 
120 Counsellors 
100 young people in Gospel Orchestra 
50 in Little Symphony Orchestra—60 in Brass Band 
Christian leaders for every Department of the work 
Beautiful auditorium seating 1,051 
Auspices 


THE GOSPEL VOLUNTEERS of the WORLD, Inc. 


AIM — Enlisting others in daily devotional Bible 
reading that they may know God's Planof 
Salvation through Faith in Jesus Christ. 

Illustrated folder and booklets mailed free 


Address: GEORGE F. TIBBITTS, 
Hamilton County, New York 
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Thurs.—Proverbs 4:10-19. 
Weighing 


Alternatives. 

PrayeR SuccestTions: “The path of the 
just” vs. “The way of the wicked.” Job, 
Solomon, and David had a clearly-de- 
fined line between the righteous and 
the wicked. Think of what God has 
said in His Word about these two classes. 
You will then become wiser than teach- 


ers of psychology. Ponder divine teach- - 


ing and observe God’s precepts. Pray 
for the Pennsylvania branch of the Gid- 
eons. 
12:9-14, 
The Sum of All Wisdom. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “The conclusion.” 
Solomon’s reasoning followed to its logi- 
cal conclusion brings us to see that “the 
whole duty of man” is to “fear God, and 
keep his commandments.” Many “pro- 
fess that they know God; but in works 
they deny him” (Titus 1:16). A life 
surrendered to God is the sum of all wis- 
dom. Pray for the Philadelphia School 
of the Bible. 


Fri.—Ecclesiastes 
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Rock Foundations 


In spite of disturbed present-day 
conditions, the motto of the Col- 
lege—“Founded on the Rock”— 
still remains true. It still describes 
both the College, and quite 
largely its students as well. 


It is still true that the young person who 
attends Houcuton benefits materially, 
intellectually, and spiritually, 


Materially, located in the beautiful and 
historic Genesee Country, he studies 
among quiet and lovely surroundings; en- 
joying the lowest all-expense budget of 
any fully accredited private liberal arts 
college in the East. Jntellectually, he now 
chooses from over 130 courses leading to 
the degrees A.B. and B.S., and receives a 
diploma passing at par the country over. 


But spiritually his advantages are even 
greater. He benefits through the acquisi- 
tion of that priceless asset, a balanced 
Christian character; forms lasting friend- 
ships with young people of like attain- 
ments; and bases his life achievements 
upon that imperishable foundation, the 
Rock of God’s Word. Houcuton gradu- 
ates are proving themselves stable and 
stabilizing members of the communities 
where they live—there is a reason. 


An Annuity Contract with HouGHTon 
COLLEGE offers elderly people an unus- 
ually good rate of income. Ask for 
details. Address Dept. T 740 


The historic Boulder, used in the College 
trademark, is located at the grave of Copper- 
head, last of the Senecas in Allegany county. 
Inset: visiting friends at the Church on 
Commencement Day. 














(Lesson for July 28) July 13, 1940 


Sat.—1 Corinthians 3:10-17. 
Permanent Values in Character. 

Prayer Svuccestions: “If any man’s 
work abide.” The Christian’s reward 
in the life to come is contingent upon 
his motives and manner of life. “The 
fire shall try every man’s work of what 
sort it is.” Things done wholly for God’s 
glory will “abide.” Much will be burned 
up like “wood, hay, stubble.” Permanent 
values of character and service will be 
rewarded. Pray for Whosoever Gospel 
Mission, Philadelphia. 

Sun.—Psalm 26:1-12. A Wise Decision. 

PRAYER SucGcEsTIONs: “I will walk in 
mine integrity.” “The integrity of the 
upright” (Prov. 11:3) guides into good 
courses. Job held fast to “his integrity.” 
The holy determination to walk “in 
mine integrity” is as profitable and 
pleasing to God as it is wise. Pray for 
the League of Evangelical Students 
(Headquarters: Reformed Episcopal 
Seminary, 25 S. 43rd St., Philadelphia). 
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